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Painters have oft fly REYNARD ſhotun, 
With Gooſe a pick-a-pack ; 

But ne er till now a Fox was known 
To mount on Gooſe's Back, 
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P R E F A C E. 


A 8 it is inconteſtably true 


that public works neceſ- 
ſarily undergo a public cenſure; 
and that howſoever diligent or 
careful a writer is, when ever 
his works are given to the world, 
1 or 


E. 

or expoſed to the view of all, he 
ſhall meet with praiſe or diſ- 
praiſe, cenſure or approbation, 
more frequently according to 
the degree of underſtanding or 
affection of the reader and critic, 
than according to the worth or 


invalidity, merit or demerit of 
what he preſents. 


Therefore ſince I beg not the 
patronage of any, though I might 
furniſh out a pompous dedicati- 
on to all the Foxes in England, 
I would not by any mean or 
means be miſunderſtood, and fo 
cauſeleſly cenſured as an im- 
pertinent writer. I have to the 


ſubſequent work (which I at firſt 
intended 


De PREFACE. 


intended to have committed to 
the preſs without moral or expo- 
tion of my own) added the no- 
ral to moſt of the chapters, leſt 
any man ſhould be ſo diſinge- 
nuous as to wreſt my words or 
meaning to a ſenſe contrary to 
my true and proper intent. I, in 
the following hiſtory, aim not at 
the reproach or ſlander of any 
man, or men, under the feigned 
repreſentation of Sea or beaſts, 
and only deſire thy content and 
recreation in the following 
ſheets, where thou haſt here, 
courteous and friendly reader, 
the pleaſant and delightful hif- 
tory of Reynard the Fox, which 


is, 


De PREFACE. 
is, in an humble and low ſtile, 
couched to the natures of the 
beaſts it treateth on, and beareth 
in it much excellent morality 


and hidden wiſdom, worthy 


both thy regard in reading, and 


thine application in the courſe 


and commencement of thy life 


and actions. For the aim at 


which it bendeth is the over- 


throw of vice and corruption, 
and the advancement of the good 
and virtuous. Now foraſmuch 
as it hath hitherto flown into the 
world (like 574y/s looſe papers) 
covered with much obſcurity 
and darkneſs; I have for thy 
more eaſe and contentment, to 
almoſt every chapter, annexed 
| the 


The PREFACE. 
the morals and expoſitions in 
ſuch dark places, as may hold 
thy judgment, in ſeeking to find 
out a labyrinth ſo dark and curi- 
ous. A labour which I doubt not 
but it will prove both pleaſant 
and wholſome, ſince as a friend- 
ly guide it will keep thy medi- 
tations from wandring aſtray; 
and as a pleaſant companion 
hold thee with ſuch delightful 
diſcourſe that thy journey there- 
in will neither be long nor irk- 
ſome; at which end, if it arrive 
with a fair ſafety, as it is faith- 
| fully and truly intended, Fhave 

the ſum of my wiſhes, which is 

| to yield thee both pleaſure and 
profit, If my one be offended, 
let 


LI 
[ 
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— let Hence be to himſelf; my 


intent was not to give diſtaſte 


but delight. Nor have I in the 


foregoing hiſtory let ſlip any ex- 
preſſions tending to the vitiating 
or debauching of youth, but have 
rather couched my words ſo, as 
the intelligent may be profited, 
and the diſingenuous not injur- 
ed. Therefore I deſire this 
my labour may be as well taken 
as meant; and if ſo, I may be 
encouraged to divulge another 
iece full as inſtuctive and enter- 
laining, as ſoon as time and op- 


portunity will permit. 


Faravel, 
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1. EN ? 
OUT the middle of May, 

| I & when the woods are in their 
Vel.ASS loftyhood and gallantry, and 
every tree clothed in the green 

b. aand white livery of glorious 
leaves and ſweet - ſmelling bloſſoms, and 
the earth covered in her faireſt mantle of 
flowers, which the birds with much joy en- 
tertain with the delight of their harmonious 
ſongs; then at this time the Lion, king of 
beaſts, being a good and gracious king, pub- 
| liſhes his royal proclamation, dated at his 
palace in the foreſt of Numidia, that every 
+: The | B beaſt 
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beaſt of his dominions ſhould attend his 

Majeſty to celebrate the nuptials of the prince 

of Libidinous, his eldeſt cub, whom he bad 
| honourably matched with a princeſs of the 
| - | foreſt of Bareith. Every beaſt of every de- 
| | nomination gladly obeyed the ſummons, | 
© only Reynard the Fox excepted. The beaſts 
x _ aſſembled, his Majęſty from the throne made 
a moſt gracious ok which Bruin the Bear, 
; then chancellor of his exchequer, delivered in 


his Majeſty's name, in the following words. 
My Lords and Commons, It is his Ma- 
| jeſty's pleaſure to aſſemble you together to 
N acquaint you that he has, with the advice 
of his council, matched the Prince of Libi- 
i dinous with the Princeſs Re 
foretiſimo-Sax-plus-venereoſo of the foreſt of 
Bareith, That as his Majeſty takes no 
| rule of ation from any of the kings of the 
X earth, he has nothing to afk of you either 
| to enlarge her dower, or even as a congre- 
| gational preſent upon this joyful occaſion; his 
1 Majeſty having in his royal bounty ſettled 
. upon them already foreſts ſufficient to range 
"= in. That though her fortune was but ſinall 
{1 ſhe was of illuſtrious blood, and very nearly 
1 related to his Majeſty, That as his Majefly 
was willing, for the happineſs of his brutes, 
4 to keep the ſucceſſion in the true blood of 
| the Lions, his Majeſty thought Op to 
1 communicate to you, his ruſty and ww 
| | a e- 


REYNARD TuER Fox. 3 
beloved ſubjects, the alliance he had made, 
that his Majeſiy s throne might never want 
an iſſue of the true breed. 

His Majeſty, at his, own expence, hav- 
ing provided a ſufficient quantity of acorns, 
fruits and vegetables, feaſted hisſubjects for ſe- 
ven days; (another indication that he took 
no rule of action from the kings of the 
earth) during which time numberleſs com- 
plaints were exhibited againſt the Fox, which 
Iſerim the Wolf began, by acquainting his 
Majeſty that Reynard the Fox had with in- 
credible ſubtilty and art crept into his 
houſe, defiled his chaſte and virtuous wite, 
and piſſed upon all his children, with many 
other grievous and heavy injuries ; and there- 
fore as his Majeſty was the very fountain of 
juſtice and mercy, he expected redreſs. Cur- 
tiſe the Hound ſeconded this complaint by 
aſſerting, that in a very ſevere ſeaſon, when 
he was almoſt famiſhed, the Fox moſt treache- 
rouſly ſtole his pudding. The Cat hearing 
this complaint, with fire in her eyes and 
anger in her countenance, ſprings nimbly 
forward, and kneeling before the king, ac- 
cuſed the hound of having ſtolen that pud- 
ding from her, almoſt in the moment ſhe 
herſelf had ſtolen it from a neighbouring 
mill; and heated only by tlie pleaſure of re- 
venge, pleaded ſtrongly for the Fox; which 
the Panther hearing, as warmly oppoſed ; ac- 

f B 2 cuſing 
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Matiogod Clackwell, ſlowly advanced in fu- 
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cuſing the Fox as a thief, a murderer, a ra- 
viſher, &c. &c. and taking the Hare by the leg 
brought him forward. Behold, ſays he, 
my liege, your worthy ſubje&, whom your 
Majeſty has lately been graciouſly pleaſed 
ro appoint for a commiſſion of the peace, and 
who, to qualify himſelf for that high office, 
applied to his kinſman the Fox to teach 
him to read and write his name correctly, 


but the treacherous Fex, under colour of 


friendſhip, would have fripped him of his 
ſkin and ſwallowed him entirely up, had I 
not timely interpoſed. Sir Keyward's grand- 
father, my liege, was a brave and ſtout 


Hare, none better at a retreat, and if your 


Majeſty is pleaſed to prefer him to command, 


if his heart fails in an engagement his heels 


may carry him off, though I believe a peace- 
able employment would ſuit him beſt, My 


Lord Panther, ſays 1ſgrim, you have ſpoken 


well and wiſely. - O my lord the King, if 
thus in contempt of all your laws, the 
wicked, becauſe they are great, are ſuffered 
with impunity, how may poſterity bewail 
the time, or fuiure Foxes trample on your 
Majeſty's ſubjects! the benefits of peace muſt 
be precarious while little beaſts become a prey 
to great ones. 

While he yet ſpake, Sir Chanticleer the 
Cock With his we wives, the good hens 


neral 
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neral proceſſion, cackling and crying moſt 
mournfully, while four young hens bare the 
bier with the body of their dead ſiſter thereon. 
Sir Chanticleer kneeling before the King, 
exhibited his complaint againſt the Fox. 
Moſt gracious ſovereign, ſays he, I had 
eight ſons and ſeven daughters, hatched by 
my wives at once; my ſons were valiant 
and my daughters fair; but alas! neither 
beauty or valour could ſecure them from 
the wiles of Reynard the Fox, inſomuch that 
of fifteen children -I have only theſe four 
left: his frequent attacks by open force 
were as frequently repulſed; until at length 
having recourſe to lies and ſtratagems, he 
ſo wrought upon my eaſy belief that I 


walked with my flock fearleſs of any dan- 


ger, which fatal credulity has undone me ; 
for going with my children beyond my 
uſual bounds, the treacherous Fox who lay 
in ambuſh for us, ſuddenly ſeized one of 
my children, and bore him quite away: The 
ſweetneſs of which morſe] was ſuch that no 
vigilance could ever after guard againſt 
him: And yeſterday this my daughter by hot 
purſuit - was reſcued from his jaws, as he 
was ſtealing off. I aſk for juſtice, my moſt 
gracious fovereign, who now ſtand here a 
fatal warning to unwary ſubjects, by whom 
let every fowl and beaſt be taught, that evil 

B 3 minds 


6 Tur PLEASANT HISTORY OF 


minds, with eaſe, may work by craft what 
open force or violence could never attain. 


The Morat. 


Howſcever a vicious man perſuades him- 
ſelf that he may eſcape puniſhment, by abſent- 
ing himſelf jrom the preſence of the magi- 
ſtrate ; yet he deceives himſelf, and by con- 


tempt animates his enemies to be mage bold 


in their complaints againſt him, as appears 
herein, By the fable of the Cock 1s 
ſhewn, that when wicked. men cannot com- 
paſs their deſigns by violence or open force, 
they ſtudy deceit. and ſhifts to intangle 
their enemies, ſo working upon the eaſy 
belief of the ſimple, makes them many 
times ſhip themſelves into rough ſeas, where 
there is no help from ſhipwreck, as the 
tooliſh Cock did to believe the ſubtil Fox. 
Allo we hence may learn, that though an 
evil man ſome time ſtands exculed of faults, 
yet his fins will ſo dog him at the heels 
that he ſhall not eſcape diſcovery, 
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the integrity to have acknowledged their pro- 


opinion. Had my uncle the good fortune 
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CHAN. 


O W Grimbard the Brock, who was 
N nephew to the Fox, moved with the 
accuſations againſt his uncle, thus addreſſed 
the King. My ſovereign liege, it is even pro- 
verbially known that malice never ſpeaks 
well of any. My uncle, a ſtranger at the 
court and out of favour, ſtands accuſed be- 
fore your Majeſty. I wiſh his accuſers had 


vocations. None ever treſpaſs in their own 


to oppoſe you here, and be as high in fa- 
vour; your zecks I fear would be as much in 
danger as his now ſeems to be. Ye join your 
force againſt an helpleſs creature whom here- 
tofore ye have often bit and torn ; were ye 
as forward to accuſe each other, your crimes, 
] tear, would wear too deep a dye to hope 
for mercy. Can ye forget the plaice which 
he threw from, the fiſnmonger's window, of 
which ye defrauded him, as noble as ye are ? 
Yes, ye defrauded him, devouring it alone, 
ſcarce leaving him the bones : He run the 
riſque of ſtealing it while ye kept back for 
fear, though ye enjoyed the booty: The 

flitch of bacon, too, of goodly taſte, and 
which he likewiſe ſtole, ye gave him not a 
B 4 bit 
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bit of, but courtier like indeed, with ſpe- 
cious promiſes and ſhew of friendſhip, ye 


laughed him fairly out of it, though dearly 
had he like to have paid for it; for being 


caught by the owner in a fack. he hardly 
eſcaped with his life. What makes op- 


Preſſion, or a villainous act, leſs criminal in 


the powerful or the wealthy than the poor ? 
The many injuries, Igrim, you have done 
my uncle are now too tedious to relate ; 

and as to his intimacy with your wife, it 
was long before you married her, when ſhe 
was as forward on her part; it can there- 
fore be no injury to you as happening long 
before your acquaintance with her ; and is 
a common caſe with many beaſts, as nobly 


born, perhaps, and highly bred as you can 


boaſt to be, though wiſdom prudently con- 
ceals it. As to Keyward, my uncle as his 
preceptor might chaſtiſe him. ] have often 
heard my uncle ſay he would have qua- 
lified him for his place, as it required no 
great degree of underſtanding, but that it 
was as difficult to teach the incorrigible 
fool to ſpell, even in any tolerable manner, 
as if he had been a beau among mankind. 


And as to Curtiſe the Hound, who had juſt 


ſtolen the pudding; whoever can diſcern - 


between right and wrong muſt confeſs it is 


not criminal, or any infringement on the 


law to take ſtolen goods from a thief: My 
uncle 
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uncle in that has but fulfilled the /aw. The 

talent of taking from others by dire op- 
preſſion, and without any colour. of juſtice, 
he has never practiſed, though I have often 
heard him ſay he had ſeen frequent examples 
of it in a noble lord among mankind, in whole 


court he ſtood chained an unhappy» priſo- 


ner for ſome months, where he had it in, 
his power, being in high favour with the. 
lord, to be a friend to the Hounds about him; 
which he was without diſtinction, though 
ſome were of the fox and ſome of a mon- 
grel breed. I would alſo have Sir Ghamte- 
cleer remember how often he has alarmed 
the village and raiſed them on my uncle, 
as he innocently paſſed by without injury to 
him, and I aſſure your Majeſty, that not 
long ſince he was ſo torn and bit, through 
Sir Chanticleer's warning, that hardly he 
eſcaped ; as his mangled carcaſe can wit- 
neſs to this hour. Revenge is ſweet to all. 
My uncle may have faults, but I aſſure 
your Majeſty that unprovoked he never in- 
jures any. wm | 
The King who heard him with great at- 
tention ſtood rampant on his throne, ſhaking 
his beard and throwing his tail over his 
back, roars with a very audible voice, I 


am lorry to find that even vice is not with- 


out its advocate. Shall /ewaneſs find a 
pleader in its cauſe from either wealth or 
_ great- 
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greatneſs? Shall - we who have preſerved 
our integrity from the creation, who have 
never tranſgreſſed our Maker's laws take ex- 
ample by man in whoſe unhappy world J 
fear your uncle has been too converſant ? 
Shall I the monarch of the beaſts * * 


5 
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or any vaſſal beaſt of mine thrive by hy- 
pocriſy, grow by oppreſſion, prey on his 
tellows, or increaſe by frauds ? Betray his 


friend for gain, or murder him for reward? 


Is there a court within my whole dominions 
to litigate a cauſe ? Make black look white 


or white look black, juſt as the pleader 


pleaſes ? One law is ours as given us at the 
firſt, unaltered and unbroken. Too much of 


man | fear is in your uncle. His deep de- 


figns, deviliſh devices, artful ſtratagems, 
and miſchievous intentions too plainly ſpeak 
it; and I bluſh to think that even you his 
nephew can plead in his defence, ſince to 
excuſe bad actions is in ſome meaſure to 
partake of the guilt, Shame and diſhonour 
ever will redound to thoſe who varniſh 
crimes, or hold the guilty free. It is the 
taſk of man, let us diſdain it. Your daugh- 
ter being dead, Sir Chanticleer, is paſt re- 
call, and ſhall have funeral honours. All 


your complaints ſhall have redreſs, they 
ſhall be laid before our privy council, mean 


while *tis fit we ſummon Reynard to anſwer 
for his conduct, 


— by 
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The Mor AL. 


The Lien having in his ſpeech given the 
moral of this chapter I ſhall only add, that 
the Brock becomes an advocate either becauſe 
the Fox was his near relation, or becauſe he 
was rich and able to pleaſure him; and it 
may be obſerved that the inſinvation of the 
advocate excuſing the Foxes faults, and cloak- 
ing the ills he had done by pretending he 
had repeated provocations to injuries, may 
allude to weak reaſoning, ſoon bring a good 
man to belief and forgiveneſs. By this 
chapter we alſo learn, that thoſe who ex- 
cuſe bad actions may ſee how ſuch. offences 
return to difgrace, becauſe evil mens vices 
being diſcloſed, excuſes are their ſhame 
who make them, as appears by the re- 
primand given by the Lion to the Brock- 
Allo in the Lion may be feen the effects of a 
good diſpoſition, which is expreſſed in his 


diſdain of a flaviſh imitation of any nation or 


faſhion, &c. as well as the funeral honours 

promiſed the hen which is a part of ſatisfac- 
tion for the grief her kindred endured, and 
the hope of redreſs from every other grie- 


CHAP. 
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HE King by the advice of his Privy 
council, diſpatch'd Sir Bruin, the Bear, 
to ſummon Reynard to appear at court with- 
out excuſe; with a ſtrict caution, however, 


to be well guarded againſt his policy. The 


Bear ſets out incog : as vain as a young 
Nobleman' at Paris, but as ignorant as a 


country-juſtice ; in full confidence that his 


policy would be an over-match for the Fox, 


whom he ſoon found at his chief ſeat or 


caſtle, called Bramble-brier-Hall. They met 
with great politeneſs and little ſincerity on 
both ſides, and many compliments paſſed. 


Sir Bruin unwilling to loſe time in a matter 
of ſuch vaſt moment, ſhewing his creden- 


tials, immediately entered upon buſineſs ; in 
which he acquitted himſelf with great eaſe 
and very learnedly ; concluding that he was 
very proud of the honour of being employed 
by his Majeſty upon ſo important an occa- 
fon. The Fox replied that he was extremely 
proud of the honour of ſeeing his kinſman 
at his caſtle; that he was glad he ſtood in 


ſuch high favour at court, where his merit, 


politeneſs, and manners muſt undoubtedly 


have gained him the greateſt confidence and 


honour; that he was ſorry any cauſe of 
| complaint 


—— — 
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plaint lay againſt himſelf, who was as inno- 
cent as any beaſt alive. That he did not 
retire from court thro' any diſguſt or diſre- 
gard for his Majeſty the Lion, but his talents 
not qualifying him ſufficieftly, as he wanted 
that diſſimulation, flattery, and ſlaviſnneſs of 


F temper ſo eſſential to a courtier; however, 


he ſaid, he would attend his majeſty, and 
tho* a very unſkilful orator, would plead for . 
himſelf as well as he was able, where he 
doubted not but the integrity of his heart 
and the juſtice of his cauſe would honourably 
acquit him; he added, that eating too freely - 
of an honey-comb had of late ſo diſordered 
him that he was very unable to travel, not- 
withſtanding he would ſet out with his un- 
cle (for ſo he called the Bear) in the morn- 
Ing, if he would do him the honour of his 
company that night; the beſt we can pro- 
cure, ſaid he, at Bramble-brier-Hall ſhall be 
your food. That honey-comb you menti- 
oned, dear nephew, faid the Bear, is a feaſt 
for an emperor; I afk no other food, ſup- 


3 ply me with that and bind me-yours forever, 


Are you fond of honey, uncle, replies the 
Fox? IT am glad I have it in my power to 
feaſt you; let us walk then to a neighbour- 
ing houſe, a carpenter's by trade, who is 
maſter of as much honey as you can devour 
in ſeven years. Nephew, replies the Bear, 
giving him his paws I ſhall endeavour to 
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deſerve your kindneſs; fear not to attend 
the king; I'll ſtop the mouths of all your 
ad verſaries; no complaints ſhall hurt you; 
we courtiers never regard what crimes have 
been committed, but acquit or condemn ac- 
cording to intereſt. Now they had reached 
Landford's houſe, for ſo the carpenter was 
called, in whoſe yard lay a large oak, which 
he had begun to cleave, and in which the 7 
wedges were ſtill ſticking. Uncle, ſays the 
Fox, within this oak is fuch a ſtore of honey 
as may ſuffice a thouſand; but be careful, 
my ever dear, and ever bonoured uncle, you 
will find a paſſage at this open end Eat 
moderately pray, for fear of a ſurfeit. Fear 
not, nephew, ſaid the Bear, thrufting in his 
head and both his feet as far as he was able, 
which when the Fox perceiving he inſtantly 
ran and pulled out the wedges, and 
the tree cloſing locked him faſt. The Fox 
could now no longer contain himſelf ; and 


laughing ready to ſplit his ſides, derides and 


mocks the Bear. Is the honey-comb good, 
uncle, he cries? you look for all the world like 
a thief-catcher in the pillory—— Will no 
bail be taken? — The Fox was going on 
when he ſpied Landford which obliged him 
to ſheer off, whom the roaring of the 
Bear had by this time arouſed, and who 


finding him caught in the cleft, raiſed 
all the village, who. coming, armed with 
all manner of domeſtic weapons, laid ſo 


—— 


1 


fury of his enemies. Sir Bruin, ſays the 
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furiouſly upon poor Sir Bruin that he lay 
ſome time for dead; but ſummoning all his 
ſtrength to his aid, with one ſudden ſpring 
he diſengaged himſelf, leaving his ears be- 


hind and ſtriping the ſkin from off his head 
and feet. The terror of his countenance 


was now of more avail than his ſtrength ; 


and roaring an hideous yell, as well as he 
was able leaping among a croud of female 
ſpectators plunged into a deep river which 


ran hard by, and into which numbers of the 


women, endeavouring to avoid him, allo fell. 
This was a lucky incident for Sir Bruin, who 
ſwimming in the ſtrength of the ſtream found 
means to eſcape, while his enemies were bu» 

ſy in the preſervation of their friends, and 


Wo with much difficulty and great fatigue 


arrived at length at court, to the great con- 


ſternation and amazement of the King: and 


courtiers; who loudly condoling his misfor- 
tune, could not however but applaud the 
bonourable retreat he had made; his great 
puiſſance and intrepidity in maintaining the 
combat ſo long againſt ſuch anequal numbers; 
but blaming his imprudence in expo/ing his 


1 Per ſon ſo ſerviceable to the foreſts to fach im- 


minent danger. He loudly inveighed againſt 


the Fox, whoſe pretended friendſhip drew him 
into ſo fad a dilemma, and then deſerted him 
in the battte, leaving him expoſed to the 


ſagacious 
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ſome debate in council it was reſolved howe- 


Cat would gladly have been excuſed, and 


a truſt, alledging that himſelf was too feeble 


your public duty for your private ends. Your 
wiſdom and integrity I truſt, for craft alone 
muſt counter- balance craft. 


de employed in any thing which may offend 


16 Tut PIEASANT His ToRY OF 


fagacious King, I ſwear by my crown I will 
take vengeance on the ſubtil Reynard. What 
can ſtrength avail, ſays he, againſt a trea- 


O 
cherous foe who works by ſtratagem? After 


ver, to ſummon Reynard once more, by 
Sir Tibert the Cat, who was appointed to go 
upon this embaſſy as well for his keen wit, 
his gravity and wiſdom, as the high eſteem 
in which he always ſtood with the Fox. The 


entreated his Majeſty to appoint ſome beaſt 
of greater abilities to go upon ſo important 


for the execution of a matter of ſuch impor- 
tance; for if the great Sir Bruin, ſays he, could 
net in his mighty ſtrength prevail; how can 
J who am ſcarce able to encounter with a 
rat? It is your wiſdom, not your ſtrength, 
Sir 77bert, I employ, replies the King; I have 
confidence you will not like Sir Bruin neglect 
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the Bear's willingneſs to fetch the Fox 
is expreſſed how apt a malicious nature is to 


his adverſary, and how commonly ſuch em- 


ployments 


— 


a  REYNARD TH Fox. 17 
ployments miſcarry; and in the encounter 
between them is expreſſed the diſſimulation 
of two wicked perſons, each plotting to do 
the other miſchief ; wherein, thoꝰ the wiſeſt 
commonly gets the victory at firſt, yet the 
juſt cauſe prevails in the end; alſo in the 
* Bear's greedineſs to eat honey is expreſſed the - 
laſcivious inconſtancy of a looſe: and unre- 
2 ſtrained nature, that for a moment's enjoy- 
ment of their own pleaſures quite forget the 
2 buſineſs and cares they have in hand; and it 
may be obſerved how artfully. wiſdom is apt 
do caſt out thoſe baits of deligfit, which be- 
ing once ſwallowed, with greedineſs, do ever 
Z choke the ſwallower, as appears by the Bear; 
and alſo by the cruelty uſed to him by the 
common people is expreſſed how when a bad 
man is once ſnared in his vices, every perſon 
of what degree ſoever, is ready to proſecute 
and revenge himſelf for the ills he has 
received. By the Cat's unwillingneſs to go 
is expreſſed how loth a wiſe man is to med- 
dle in dangerous matters, eſpecially. when 
they hold the party with whom they have to 
do of a reach far beyond them, yet when 
authority commands they muſt obey, what- 
ever dangers may attend it. 


CHAP, 
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C H AP. IV. 


ER re finding all excuſes vain, ſets 
out, paſſing chearſully along, and purr- 
ing as he went until he ſaw a ſingle Mag pie 
flying on his left fide, (which, being well 
ſkilled in augury) he knew portended ill ſuc- 
ceſs ; and which incident greatly depreſſed 
his ſpirits. However, arming himſelf with 
| better hope, he ſoon arrived at Bramble- brier 
VOWS Hall. The Fox ſeeing him coming received 
Wil him at the gate with great politeneſs and 
LTH complacency of manners, and after the 
FR ceremony of greeting was over, Sir Tiber# 
Fo kk: advertiſed the Fox of his imminent danger, 
N which nothing but his ſpeedy appearance at 
Fd court could avert ; which point he greatly 
urged and recommended to him; adding 

| that his Majeſty was in high wrath at his 
{3+ | treatment of the Bear, and rebellious defi- 
ARMIN ance of his laſt ſummons. The Fox bein 
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a great ſopbiſt argued very learnedly for him- 
ſelf, but was extremely proud of the honour 
10 the King had done him in ſending his couſin 
11M Tibert without proceeding to violence; that 

WF it was his indiſpenſable duty to wait upon 
his Majeſty, and that as early as Sir Tibert 
pleaſed in the morning he would accompany 
him to court, excuſing himſelf for not in- 


ſtantly 
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ſtantly ſetting out, being, he ſaid, a little 
Jindiſpoſed by bad gestion, having eaten too 
freely of Mice the night before; a delicate 
food, he ſaid, but new to him, which were 
Fin great plenty in his neighbours barn, The 
Cat hearing this was ſoon prevailed upon to 
# ſtay till morning, and it was agreed they 
ſhould go to the barn, where he might feaſt 
himſelf, Mice being his favourite diſh, rich- 
Jer in value, he ſaid, than any diſh, even the 
= Fpicures of Ludſtoton: foręſt, ever invented in 
their greateſt extravagance. They ſoon ar- 
rived at the barn, when coming to a hole, 
the Fox deſired Sir Tibert to enter by that 
EX paſſage (ſhewing the hole) Sir Tibert as a 
EX ftranger deſired him to ſhew the way, but 
the Fox would by no means uſe a Cat of his 
X dignity with ſuch ill manners, and complai- 
ſantly inſiſted upon his leading the way; 
and after long ceremony on both ſides for 
precedency, Sir Tibert as gallantly and cou- 
X rageouſly as **** upon the Quarter- deck, 
X ſprings forward, but finds too late that the 
Fox only led him into a ſnare. A maſked 
battery was not more fatal than this hidden 
EK nooſe, which in fact was planted for Reynard 
2X himſelf, whom the enemy thought to have 
ſurprized in it, for having ſtolen a fat hen 
the preceding night ; but by his vigilance 
and watchfulneſs he diſcovered their motions. 
If his joy was great upon his conqueſt over 
4 1 
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the Bear it was doubly ſo upon this occaſion, 
as wiſdom he thought more difficult to en- 
counter than ſtrength. The unhappy Cat 
hangs now by the neck, a ſad example, or 
rather warning to the wiſeſt not to give cre- 
dit to a deſigning enemy however fair the 
I TSS 7 fe...» 
mau cries, tl 
Cat had made, now alarmed the family, who 
ruſhing upon the defenceleſs' Sir Tibert laid 
upon him till they broke the cord in which 
he hung, and he lay for dead; the Fox hav- 
ing retired as before upon the enemy's ap- 
proach. Happy for the Cat that a heavy 
blow aimed at himſelf while he lay ſpraw- 
ling, alighted upon the head of one of his 
antagoniſts and brought him alſo to the 
ground, which diverted the fury of the bat- 
the from his quarter, and gave him an op- 
portunity of retreating, which he did in the 
beſt manner he was able; halting and tumb- 
ling until he reached the court, (having loſt 
an Eye in the battle,) where he exhibited his 
complaint againſt the Fox. He met with 
great pity from his Majeſty and the courti- 
ers, and being of very low eſtate, for the ſup- 
port of his family, dignity and honour, he 
had ſome thoughts of opening an Office of i 


intelligence, to which an objection was made 


as well upon account of his having loſt but 
one Eye as the great frauds and impoſitions 
he muft commit upon the public, to make it 


of 
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Jof emolument, by recommending good ſer- 
\Fvants to bad places, and bad ſervants to 
good, that neither might ſtay long with any 
beaſt, but both return with a freſh fee to his 
office again. So the King after a gentle re- 
primand gave him a commiſſion to prey upon 
the Mice, ſettling them as a penſion upon him 
Wand his poſterity ; telling him that he was 
ſorry to find the wiſeſt of his ſubjects was 
Inot proof againſt the corruption of his ene- 
mics. 


The MoR AI. 


By ſending the Cat to fetch the Fox is ex- 
preſſed the care of governors, that when 
they have been deceived by the pride and 
Foſtentation of thoſe whom they employ'd and 
thought diſcreet, that then they ſeek out 
*Fthoſe who are known wiſe, becauſe wiſdom 
is even circumvented by greater wiſdom ; 
Rand by the Cat being enſnared by the Fox is 
"Wexpreſſed how when wiſe men truſt their ene- 
mies, or give credit to reconciled friends, they 
gevermore miſcarry in their deſigns, and ſhould 
therefore be a leſſon to every wiſe man not 
to grow fond of any thing in his enemy's. 
power, how agreeable ſoever it be either 
Fvith his nature or his palate, For the baits 
of an enemy are only gilded pills, fair to look 


% wh 
mn 
© Io 

- - * 

= 
« 1 
he * 
- i 4 _—_ 
* Un - 
* 
% + 


*Y 4 
1 
2 "5 b 
— > 
W 


* 


of 
3 


Jon, but bitter to the taſte, 


„ Har Wha 


OR 


— _ — — 
— — — 72 _ ” - 
— — — — 
— — * > ” -” — — — — 
— * — * ” 
rr A tread of pe TOA OT — — — ng! Wy — — — 
- . — bs 1 < * is. 2 * 5 «i 4 

avis vt — * 


4% 


— — 


— — 
— — — — — 
_ — * 


— — 
- „ 
- me 
at - - 7. Soon ere 


_ * — — 
— * 
—ꝓ—ü——— — — — —— — GT — 
” ” 
— 


—— — — 2 —— 
' 


- —_ 


22 Tur PLEeaASAnT HISTORY oF 


CHAT. V. F# 
A Council being a it was again re- 4 


ſolved to ſummon Reynard the Fox in 


due form the third time, by Grimbard the 
Brock his ſiſter's ſon, who in obedicnce to 
the King's command humbly takes leave at 
court, and ſoon arrives at Bramble-brier- 
Hall, where he found his uncle and aunt i 
ſporting with their young Cubs; and after 
greeting &c. he ſtrongly intreats his uncle 
to obey this his Majeſty's third ſummons, 
telling him there was elſe but one day be- 
tweep him and ruin; that he doubted not 
thro' his wiſdom and diſcretion, and the 


intereſt of his friends at court, he would tri- WM 
umph over all his enemies. Nephew, replies 3 


the Fox, tho* I had ſome thoughts of going "2 


to Why to replies the Brock ? there 
is ſo high a tax upon day there, ſays the Fox, 
that light muſt be a burden to them; be- 
ſides, ; am informed they are about to la 
another upon all the Canine race, ſo theſe 
quadrupedes, the enemies to my reſt may 
ſoon be quite extinct there, where, they fay, 1 
C + * © © 
„ * to be naturalized; Oh! but *rwere 
madneſs, couſin Reynard, ſays the Brock, to go 
to a country where there is ſo high a fine ſet 
upon your head. Sir Keywara"s friends, fays 

| Reynard, 
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RNeynard, have entered into an afſectation: 
which ſecures me againſt any danger upon 
that ſcore, by ſtrictly prohibiting the uſe of 
arms to any but themſelves; beſides I have * 


forward, and ſoon arriving at court was ar- 
reſted by the King's orders. Numberleſs 
complaints were brought againſt him by 


e- Wa name: ſake in high favour there, and not- 
in WF withſtanding, couſin, I will wave all theſe 
1e advantages and obey this ſummons; not ſo 
to much to anſwer offences as to convince the 
at court how much they ſtand in need of me in 
— the cabinet; the weakneſs of whoſe counſels 
it 1 may find a time to ſpeak of; ſo taking 
r leave of his wife and cabs immediately ſet 
. 


bt almoſt every beaſt and fowl of the lakes and 
e Foreſts, but he like an impudent malefactor, 
i- WM with a heart full of deceit and countenance 
s full of ſmiles, begins his defence, which tho 
g prolix I ſhall give the reader in his own words 
'e as follows. 

„ 

— The Mok Al. 

f In ſending the Brock to fetch the Fox is 
y MW ſhewn, that when the vicious cannot be over- 
T *Ftaken and brought to anſwer; then it is meet 
* to ule their own weapons againſt them, and 
re with policy, which cannot be more ſucceſs- 
o fully executed than by employing their kin- 


dred, and ſuch as they moſt dearly affect; ta 
xd perſuade 
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perſuade them, becauſe affection is ever a 
moſt prevailing orator, And in the Fox his 
arriving at court, is ſhewed, that when a 

maleſactor is brought before the juſtice, that 
then is the fit time for all who have been in- 

jured to utter their complaints, becauſe then 2 
only redreſs is to be had. 


1 
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„„ rr. vi. 


OST gracious ſovereign, tho' I ſtand IF 
accuſed before your Majeſty, and that 

freſh indictments are now brought againſt 3 
me by the Aſs, the Camel, the Gooſe, the 
Cormorant, the Rock, the Coney, the Weaſel, 
the Sheep, and others of your Majeſty's houſ- 
hold, who have the grace of ſpeech and art of 
colouring, which gifts I want, the truth 1 
will ſpeak with freedom. Tho? long a ſtrangx- 
er to the flattery of courts and force of 
rhetoric, bold in that truth and conſcious of i 
my innocence I doubt not to approve myſelf i 
the trueſt ſervant and moſt faithful ſubje& of 
any in the foreſt, and ſhall, however mine 
innocence may plead, moſt willingly fubmit 
to ſtand or fall beneath your royal- pleaſure, 
J once was gay, and happy too at court, 

| baſked in the ſunſhine of your royal favour, Y 
| when lt 
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when I ſtood fair for the moſt high pre- 


ferment, till envious greatneſs jealous of 
my fortune drove me far from thence, 
where firſt I learned however the theits 
and murders, rapes and robberies which I 
have ſince committed, The Wolf my un- 
cle who was then your treaſurer, firſt 
taught me how to ſteal, my thefts were 
petty when compared to his; mine he 
would ſhare however, but always kept his 
own. Reynard I know you well, replies the 
King, you have a diſſembling and a traitor's 
heart. My Liege, ſays Reynard, had I 
been a traitor, I had not been impeached 
as now I am; the crimes of which I 
ſtand accuſed are but the colourings of 
their revenge who ſeek my rulÞ but for 
being . Joy. * © NE 
many complaints however laid before your 
Majeſty, 1 muſt confeſs, carry too much 
truth, for tho* I bluſh to ſpeak it, there are 
few beaſts in the foreſt whom I have not in 
ſome point offended ; yet I hope it will be 

2X ſome alleviation of my crimes to fay they 
were no natural mclination in me, who in 
my youth was noted for my - innocence 
having ſported with the lambs whole days, 
fill leaving them uninjured, until ar 
length, oh! dire diſaſter, and unlucky 
minute, unhappily I bit one; the tempt- 
ing morſe] had fo ſweet a reliſh that, for 
O my 
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my life, I could not ſince forbear them. 
The tender kids whoſe bleatings drew me 
to them have not leſs been ſufferers. Par- 
don, that the ſad remembrance draws my 
tears. Unhardned yet however, nor quite 
abandoned, I met the Wolf beneath the 
ſhelcer of a hollow tree; who tracing our 
lincage in a line direct, proved beyond 
doubt himſelf to be my uncle. A fatal re- 
velation ſure to me, who well from thence 
may date the curſt commencement of all 


panions 1 all kinds of ills, his paws were 
ſtrungerand more dyed in blood, his thefts 
were greater and more frequent far than 
mine, who wanted ſtrength, could ever 
be; and for which reaſon too my ſhare 
was very trifling ſtill of all the booty, 
never more than what he pleaſed, when 
ſatisfied himſelf, in his good pleaſure to 
beſtow upon me. He ſtill is powerful, 
and has friends at court, where partial juſ- x 
tice ever blind to truth is wreſted by the 
great as intereſt ſways. He's opulent 
withal, and may commit crimes unimg# 'Y 
peached, and with impunity, nay unob- 

- ſerved 


1 9 

our thefts and laughter, curſt I may call 1 
it ſince it brings me now te ſtand this 
ſhameful accuſation here. We grew com- 
1 
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ſerved and unupbraided for, which by the 
law is certain death, and n-ver paſs un- 
puniſhed in a poor friendleſs, helpleſs beaſt 
like me. Happy 1 thought myſelf at 
firſt, in ſuch a kindred, for my uncle 
brought me to court, where I grew much 
in favour, where pimping for their high- 
neſſes I proſpered; and had great proſpects 
of preferment by it, but overweighing en- 
vy drove me from it, and now he bears a 
high commiſſion by whom I was diſplaced. 
But even thus, I have not been forgetful 
of my duty to your Maj-ſty, with whoſe 
moſt gracious beaſtlineſs I hope paſt ſer- 


vices will have ſome weight; nor will it 


| be impertinence moſt humbly now to call 

| them to remembrance, ſince my coun- 
ſel was not wanting to give a gilded Acorn 
to the great Lioneſs who ruled the foreſt, 
„perhaps as nobly as *twas ever ruled, be- 

N cauſe ſhe bent her thoughts on feeding the 

5 


young Mbelp whoſe Sire was driven from 
XZ thence for endeavouring to impoſe by his 
= peremptory will a new law upon every beaſt 
chere; from any Whelp like which your 
Majeſty has nothing to fear, tho* the Tiger 
of Deluce your implacable fue occaſionally 
may play him at your Majeſty as he finds 

| C 2 "2 


| | 
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it beſt to anſwer his purpoſe, and the fur- 
therance of the ſchemes laid down by my 
old uncle Reynard de Fluro, (the reddeſt Foæ 
of any of our name) for rendering him the 0 
univerſal monarch of the Woods; which 
ſchemes having been ſo often impreſſed 
upon the leaves of the trees, I need not 
take any farther notice of them now. A- 
bout this time when your Majeſty was 
abſent from the foreſt no beaſt was louder * 
in your Majeſty's behalf than myſelf; of 
all the whole aſſembly of beaſts my body 
was in moſt danger, for ſome were conti- 
nually ſnarling at me, and twice had they 
like to have fallen upon me to cruſh my 
body; when my couſin, the young Vul- 
pine, was driven into the foreſt only for 
ſhewing an olive-leaf in honour of your 
Majeſty. Not a Zeaft in the foreſt had 
greater inveteracy to your Majeſty than tage 
Wolf and Bear, who in their hearts are moſt Þ 
rebellious traitors, and who only for my 
ſtrict loyalty and ſteady adherence to your 
01 Majeſty— The Fox was going on accuſ- 
15 ing them of bribery and holding ſecret 
1 correſpondence with the Tiger, when the 
1 general clamour became ſo loud againſt i 
004 him, that the king calling to mind his 
paſt YZ 


8 . A 
' 5 4 
"I bY + _ * 
— 224) ng 832 18 
— PP hs. 3 * * » 
pk nt” r . — 


11S 


REYNARD THE Fox. 29 


paſt ſervices and willing to ſave him, en- 
nobled him, by giving him a Daiſy with 


four myſtical letters written upon it; by vir- 


tue of which he was immediately tranſ- 
ported out of their power, having before 
inveſted him with the order of the greater 


Horns, the nobleſt order among the beafts, 


by tying a blade of graſs about his leg, 
and hanging a collar of glittering pel dies 


about h's neck, then placing him next 


himſelf, the Fox was honoured above all 
the beaſts of the foreſt. 


The MORAL. 


By the Lion is expreſſed the lawfulneſs 
of juſtice, and how terrible it is to every 
offender, eſpecially ſuch as have the gwilt 
of conſcience within them. The Fox's bold 
behaviour ſhews that impudent malefactors, 
when they are called in queſtion, make au- 


dacity their chief guard. 


Whatever other moral may be couched 
in his defence is left to the reader to exer- 
ciſe his judgment upon. 


C 3 CHAN 
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00000000000000000000000000S 
CHAP, VII. 


HE King making the Fox prime mi- 

niſten gave him ſeveral of the moſt 
lucrative employments in the foreſt ; ex- 
horting him, now he had advanced him, to 
make a right uſe of the authority he had 
given him, by being faithful in his ſervices 
and ſtrict in his adminiſtration of juſtice ; 
to let every beaſt of courage, {kill and 


conduct have the preference in employ- 
V * © ©: 0 ne 


* 


above all to propagate his Geeſe and Ducks, 
and keep them in a condition to have the 
luperiority upon the Lake, and having an 
high opinion of his wifdom and conduct 


gave himſelt up wholly to his guidance * 
s ST VV PS --» # * 


The Fox expreſſed himſelf in the warm- 
eſt terms full of zeal and loyalty; and 
tho' he ſaid unworthy of the high honours 
done him, yet he would ever ſtudy by his 
beſt ſervices to deſerve them. The Raven 
no ſooner ſaw the ſudden change of for- 
tune, but ſhe flew to the Wolf, Bear an 


Cat 


% 
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Cat to tell the ſorrowful tidinzs. The 
Wolf and Bear waited upon his Majeſty, 
but the Cat ſtayed behind, and would gladly 
run into the ſame, or even a worſe pre- 
dicament to be friends with the Jex, thro* 


fear of the weight of his diſpleaſure; but 
the Hef and Bear remonſtrated ſo loudly 


againſt him, that they were both put under 


an arreſt, until the Fu ſtripping the Hear 
of part of his ſkin, and the ef of his 
ſhoes, thought proper to let them at liber- 
ty, The joyful Fox now ruminates his 
change, reflecting how ſeldom good for- 
tune comes alone, and that he who ſo lately 


would gladly have compounded for his 


head, was now advanced to the higheſt 
dignities. Never was flattery, fays he, 


7 employed to better purpoſes. Diſſimula- 
tion is the road to proſperity. Plain-deal- 


ing and honeſty are in exile, and cove- 
touſneſs and fraud have * their ſta- 
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By the Wolf and Bear remonſtrating a- 
gainſt the Fox is expreſſed the violence and 
malice with which great men purſue their 

| C 4 enem:es, 
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enemies, and ſuch from whom they have 
received injuries, in which they many times 
rather endanger themſelves, than obtain 
their ends, or gratify their revenge; ſo 


blind is wrath and fo deformed it na. 


men who are ſubjeX thereto. Part of 
this chapter is moralized by the Fox him- 
ſelf, and part is left to the reader 

only it may be added, that by the hon- 


our done the Fox, may be ſeen that when 


policy and wiſdom get the upper hand of 
their enemies it never reſteth until it mak- 
eth known to the world the greatneſs of 
their conqueſt, as well to extenuate their 
crimes, as gratify their ambition, and keep 
their foes in awe with the goodly ſhows 
of new grace and favour. By the Raven 


is ſhewn the jealouſy and fear of the weaker, 
ſort, and how in their troubles they fly to. 


the heads of faction, and ſtir them with 
their own faſeties to prevent evils. 


By the Wolf and Bear's commitment is 


ſnewn, that when men complain unſeaſona— 
_ bly, they ever run themſelves into apparent 


danger and miſchief, By ſtripping the 


Bear of part of his ſkin, and the Wolf of 


his ſhoes, is ſhewn the malice of a revenge- 


ful enemy who never thinks his foe weaken- 


ed enough, until he is utterly undone. 
CHAP. 
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1 CHAP. VIL. 


HE Fax, now Lord Reynard, in pow- 
1 er ſufficient to advance his friends 
4 FF oppreſs his enemies, draws a crowded 
Yevee, is ever at court, and to whom alone 
the King's ear is open; with whom no 
| onference is held, no meaſures taken, and 
to whom no beaſt is even introduced with- 
9 pout Lord Reynard; whoſe policy ſoon 
I put him upon ſeeking means of recon» 
ciliation with the Wolf, the Bear, and the 
(Cat, with many others, who in diſguſt 
had withdrawn from court, and whom 
ot ĩchſtanding their deadly hatred to him 
by certain ſymptoms, he thought not im- 
poſſible to win to his intereſt, for Row- 
Fever exalted above them for the preſent, 
e thought himſelf not altogether beyond 
che reach of adverſity z and theretore bent 
Wis thoughts upon making this diſguſt- 
1 dd party greater friends than ever they 
f were enemies, which he endeavoured by 
1 heir promotion as much as he could witit 
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ſafety to his own honour and grandeur; 
and well knew that if their preferment 
came from him, their inveteracy would 
ſoon be turned into obſequiouſneſs and love, 
watching therefore a favourable opportu- 
nity of ſpeaking to the king in their be- 
half, he did it with ſuch wonderful addreſs 
and art as riveted the King in a fixed 
opinion of his Joyalty and love for him, and 
highly pleaſed with the thought of recon- 
ciling his diſcontented ſubjects left the ma- 
nagement of that, as well as all other 
matters, entirely to the care of Lord Rey- 


nard; who informing the King he ſhould 


take ſuch meaſures as would give a te- 
ſtimony of his Majeſty's royal clemency, 


goodneſs and mercy, in paſſing over the 


errors, oppoſition and diſaffection of ſome 
of the chief of his Majeſty's ſubjects, 
that every Lion who ſhould ever after fill 
the royal throne, ſhould revere his Majeſty's 
reign, and ſpeak of that adminiſtration with 
E:nour, I muſt do Sir rim the Wolf, ſays 


he, the juſtice to confeſs, notwithſtanding, 


his enmity to me, that there is not among 
all the beaſts of the foreſt, a better orator, 
or a ſubject of greater abilities, and there- 


tore, lays he, if your Majeſty will be 
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T pleaſed to make him of your privy counſel, 
and give him ſome very lucrative employ- 


; ment, your Majeſty will find him a moſt 


t 
1 
7 


fairhful ſubject. The King ſending for Sir 


Igrim acquainted him, that his nephew the 
Lord Reynard had recommended him ſo 


EZ ſtrongly, and been ſo loud in his praiſe, 
that he could not but take notice of him, 


4 and acquainting him what he intended for 


pwnd pond 2 9 


him, gave him a daiſy, thereby creating 
him Earl of Swimmingplace, at the fame 
time inveſted him with the order of the 
Leſer Horns, Now the Wolf greedy of hon- 


XX our, perceiving that preferment came thro? 
Lord Reynard's means, addreſſing himſeif 


to the King confeſſed, he was much aſham- 
ed of the diſcord which happened between 


Lord Reynard and him; that he was very 
| 1 ſenſible af his error, and (taking Lord 
Neynard by the paw to kiſs it) moſt hum- 
BF bly begged his pardon. The Lord Re- 


43 nard was no leſs inwardly pleaſed that he 


had taken one from among the common 
aſſembly of beaſts, whoſe mouthing had 
done him much miſchief there. Sir Bruin, 
ſays the King, I ſhall not forget to hon- 
4 our alſo, and as for Sir Tibert I ſhall find 


— (a 1 ll 


employment for him, who for his /peec, 
I wits 
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wiſdom, and reach in policy J may proba- 
bly ſend into P-—/ or S- to nego- 
ciate ſome affairs with my brother Lions 
there; nor do I think any fitter to go into 
H than Sir Bruin. 

The Wolf and Fox being thus reconciled, 
held frequent conferences how they might 
beſt ſtrengthen themſelves to ſupport the 
authority they had — 


18 41. 


By the Fass hypocriſy is ſeen the diſ- 
ſimulation of worldly men; and how to 


effect their miſchief to the full they ever put 
on the fair cloke of falſhood; by the gene- 
ral attendance of all ge, upon the Fox 


is ſnewed the flattery and baſeneſs of many 
people, who never look how good a man is, 


but how great, and that favour and coun- 


tenance is .&yer enough to command all 
their ſervices. We here may alſo learn that 


evil men once advanced are mortally hated 
of their friends, becauſe they alſo ſee no 
hopes of ſharing with them in honour and 
profit, but if once they ſee a probability of 
their own advancement, they flatter and 
baſely crouch to thoſe whom they juſt be- 

fore 
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fore would have killed, as appears by this. 
and the following chapters. 


$00000000000000000000000000 


C H AFP: Ie 
UT the Lord Reynard not thinking 


himſelf quite ſecure from ſome en- 
quiry into his actions while the Bear was 
among the aſſembly of the common beaſts, 
and obſerving that ambition only was his 
predominant paſſion, procured him a Daiſy 
from his Majeſty, which gave him the: 
empty title of Lord of the Sandpits, while 
Sir Tibert the Cat who was ef a more co- 
vetous diſpoſition, and quite as miſchievous 
a nature, was made à temporary Governor, 
or as it were Lord Lieutenant of one of 
the neighbouring foreſts. Each ſeparately 
made an apology to Lord Reynard, and 
kiſſing his paw alſo, paſſed an act of obli- 
vion on all fides. 


The Fox thus at the head of affairs 


was hourly peſtered with followers, his 


Caſtle gates were ſurrounded in a morning 
with crouds of beaſts of all ranks and deno- 
minations, 
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minations, where even the dai/fied beaſt was 
as humble as the meaneſt, ſo that Lord 
Reynard could boaſt a more crouded levee 
than the Lion his maſter, all preſſing for 
employment, whom he had the art to ma- 
nage without giving offence to any, ſmil- 
ing on one, whiſpering another, giving 


his paw to another; and happy were they 


to whom theſe diſtinguiſhing honours were 
paid, while he inwardly laughing kept them 
in ſuſpenſe and expectation by large pro- 
mifes and ſmall performances, at whoſe 
folly and credulity, in his hours of retire- 
ment or avocation, he uſed to laugh egre- 
giouſly. But knowing, to maintain his ſu- 
periority how neceſſary a point it was to be 
diligent in obtaining and obliging friends, 
examined narrowly into the profits of all 
the employments at court and in the foreſt, 


and took ſpecial care that none was diſcon- 


rented thro* want of profit, prefering his 


friends and ſuch as he thought he could 


beſt confide in to places of the higheſt truſt, 
without the leaſt regard to merit, not even 
his menials went without employment, not 
a beaſt who was maſter of two er three 
holes, burrows or ſeats | may call them, ever 


recommended in vain, however worthleſs 
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the creature; and thus having all his own 


creatures only in office, he was confident 


nothing but eulogy and praiſe could be heard 
of him. 

He was never wanting in giving profuſe- 
ly among the aſſembly of beaſts (eſpecial- 
ly of penny-royal, of which he had plenty 
in his power) and whenever they brought 
into the King's treaſures he uſed to take 
from thence and make them large preſents 
again, which when they found they uſed 
to bring larger ſnpplies, that he might 
have it in his power to give them ſtill 
greater gifts. Among all his relations the 
Monkies were his chiefeſt favourites; num- 
bers of whom he introduced at court, where 
their capacities and proneneſs to miſchief 
were of infinite ſervice to him. One of 
theſe recommended an Oui to employment 
which had heen of ſingular uſe to him 
in his nocturnal excurſions. Lord Rey- 
nard who could not well refuſe his kin“ 


man, who was an accompliſhed courtzer, ſo 


ſmall a favour, was for ſome time puzzled 
what employment to find fitting for the 
Owl, but for the gravity of his countenance 
made him at length a juſtice of peace; 
a place, ſays he which requires no capacity 
to 
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to fill, as you are left to act as you pleaſe, 
and of great emolument not only from 
the perquiſites which hourly accrue by vir- 
tue of the office, but upon account of the 
large preſents which the keepers of his Ma- 
Jeſty's priſons will make you, in order to 
obtain the favour that all your commit- 
tals may be directed te them. How the 


Quo! behaved in his office you may learn. 5 


from the following chapter. 
The MoR at. 


The moral of this chapter is ſo plain that 
it needs no application, but however it 
may be obſerved, that we hence may gather 
that liberality is one main ſupport of great- 
neſs; that gifts blind the eyes and alter 
the underſtanding ſo as men are eaſily in- 
duced to approve of that to' day, which. 
yeſterday they contemned as moſt mon- 
ſtrous. | 
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HE Ow! who had learn'd to claw 


his name ſo well that it was plain to 

any tolerable reader, left all other buſineſs 
to his clerk, except any inſult was offer- 
ed to his own ſacred perſon in the exe- 
cution of his office, on which occaſion he 
always exerted his authority and ſeverely 
puniſhed the offender for the indignity, if 
not for the crime. But how well qualified 
for his commiſſion may be gathered from 
the following ſtory, which the Magpte, 
who firſt chattered it abroad, avers for 
truth. A poor inoffenſive Vren was car- 
ried by a Black-bird before Mr. juſtice Ow! 
for perching on a wild Strawberry bank; 
the poor Mien was committed for à far- 
ther hearing, and kept ſo many months 
in priſon, that thro? want and catching the 
goal diſorder her life was in danger, but 
a compaſſionate Rob iu-Red- Breaſt inform- 
ing the Ow! that the poor injured Mren 
was ninocent, ſhe was then ordered to a 
re. examination, but upon her appearance, 
without 
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without farther enquiry into the matter, 
Mr. juſtice Owl ordered her to be diſ- 
charged telling her he believed her inno- 
cent. The poor Wren however, thro her 
ill habit of body from ſuch long confine- 
ment, died in two days after. I cannot for- 
bear making another digreſſion by giving 


a ſtory of a Racoon, recommended in like 


manner, which for its ſingularity I hope 
the reader will readily forgive ; I cannot 
doubt the truth, as I had it from Key- 
ward's own mouth, and upon his honour 
for fact. The Racoon was one of thoſe 
Ttinerants who were uſually ſent by the Lion 
into the remoteſt parts of the foreſt twice 
a year, to hear and Wetermine cauſes, if 
any, between litigiouMpa/ts. A Mole was 
brought by a Squirrel before the Racoon for 
having thrown a heap of earth upon ſome 
Nuts which he had ſecreted or hoarded for 
his winter*s proviſion, The Mole had 
ſufficient evidence that he never /aw the 
Nuts, whom he ſummoned to appear on 
the day on which the Racoon after his ar- 
rival uſually entered upon bu/ineſs, but 
having in his way drank a little too freely. 
of the brook, and having called all = 


beaſts of the foreſt about him contrary to 


his 
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his cuſtom, would enter then immediately 
upon buſineſs, and the Mole being fore- 
moſt upon the Ii was firſt brought to the 
bar (as it was called) when the Racoor 
heated by the water of the brook began, by 
abuſing him in a moſt groſs manner, call- 
ing him rogue, raſcal, &c. and telling 
him he had ſent many an honeſter beaſt 
from the bar to the tree; I will fend you 
there alſo, you raſcal, ſays he, firrah, you 
have a hanging look, you rogue, you raſeal, 
you thief, I'll do for you, you raſcal, &c, 
&c. The poor Mole in this deplorable con- 
dition applied to a Hare then paſſiing by, 
and who was fed by a field in which the 
affair was ſaid to happen; requeſting he 
would apply to my Lord (for ſo the Ra- 
coon was called during his ſhort commit- 
ſion) to put off his trial till morning, 
when he ſhould have ſufficient evidence to 


prove his innocence, but they were not then 


in court, not expecting buſineſs would go 
forward till morning. The Hare (being 


a Hare of quality) ſoon got to the Racoon, 
and fitting by him requeſted he would 
put off that trial till morning; for the 
poor Mole he ſaid was innocent, had fuffi- 
cient evidence to prove it, who would not 
arrive till morning, and that his Lord- 
| ſhip 
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ſhip by entering ſo ſoon upon buſineſs 
would deprive him of the benefit of his 
evidence, &c. Do you ſay he is an ho- 
neſt Mole, Keyward, ſays the Racoon? I 
do Sir, upon my honour, replies Keywward, 
Never mind it then ſays he again, we'll 
bring on the trial, Well, ſays he, where 
is that honeſt Mole at the bar? Who has 
any thing to ſay againſt the hone/t Mole at 
the bar ? the Squirrel advances in order to 
proſecute, and fays, my Lord / have 
a Care you reſcal! ſays the Racoon, what 
you ſay; let me not catch you tripping, 
you raſcal, for if J do, I ſhall releaſe the 
honeſt Mole and fend you double bolted in 
his place, you rogue! Well raſcal, 
what have you to ſay againſt the honeſt 
Mole at the bar? — My Lord, J have 
to ſay ——— Have a care you raſcal, 
let me not catch you in one lie; you ſhall 
be doubly bolted you raſcal, if I do. 
Well raſcal, what haveyou to ſay againſt | 
the honeſt Mole at the bar? The Squirrel I 
at laſt worried interrupted, abuſed and in- 
timidated cries out, my Lord, I have no- 
thing at all to ſay againſt him Releaſe 
the honeſt Mole then. ſays. he; and turn- 
ing 1 the Hare whiſpers, n with the 
elbow, 
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elbow, well Keyward is not this as well 
as putting off the trial? I ſhould be- 
fore have acquainted the reader that the 


Racoon ſpoke thro' his noſe greatly, and 


that this affair happened in the foreſt welt- 
ward of the great late. 


Thele tales convey their own morals too 
plainly to require any comment. 
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UT to retiirn to Lord Rænerd, who 
himſelf tor certain purpoſes preſided | 

over many cauſes, we ſhall give an in- 
Nance or two of his extraordinary talent for 
making his advantage of every occur- i 
rence during his adminiſtration. A Bea- 
ver and an Otter, who being at variance 
about Fiſh they had taken, make their 
ſeveral complaints before the Lord Rey- 
nard. The Otter begins by ſetting forth i 
the wrong he ſuſtained from the Beaver, 
who he ſaid was his partner in a fiſhery 
for many years. A 
All the Fiſb we caught, ſays he, was ſtored 3 
up in common for the ſupport of our 
families in hard froſts and ſevere ſeaſons; # 
this exceſſive pinching Winter, according 4 
to my uſual cuſtom, I came for Fiſh, but 
he, who always kept cuſtody of the E in 
ſtore, denied my privilege or right to any, 
giving me not ſo much as one ſmall Fh. 


Therefore I humbly intreat your Lordſhip 
to 
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to conſider my preſent neceſſity and do me 


juſtice. The Beaver accuſed the hing beaſt 


of talſhood and detraction, averring they 
were never partners, tho* he confeſſed they 
ſome times uſed to 5 together, and af- 
terwards make merry over their booty; 


that he had not the true art of fiſhing, al- 
ways making ſuch a noiſe in the water 


that he drove the Fi away; but I, my 
Lord, ſaid he, never leap into the water 
until I ſee my prey lecure within my 
reach, ſo that by diſcretion I catch at 
leaſt double his number: And is it there- 
fore reaſonable to think, my Lord, that 


I ſhould join in company with one whoſe 


labour in our art is not adequate to mine? 


Have you any ſtore of F now by you, 
ſays Lord Reynard? No, my Lord, re- 
plies the Beaver. Believe him not, my 
Lord, replies the Otter, he has now vaſt 


quantities in ſtore. Lord Reynard ſtraight» 


way diſpatched two officers to the Bea- 
ver's to ſearch for Fiſh, who finding as 
the Otter had ſaid, ſeized it in the Lion's 
name; and while one kept cuſtody the 
other acquainted Lord Reynard of it, who 


then proceeded to ſentence of condemna- 


tion, and beſtowing one half upon the 
Otter, 


— —— — — U — — M 
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Otter, as his right in the quality of an in- 
former, ſent the other half quietly home 
for his own conſumption. | 

Soon after a great diſſenſion ariſing be- 
tween ſome Daws and Rooks ; the cauſe 
was brought before Lord Reynard. The 
Daus had taken up their reſidence in an 
high tower, built, and formerly inhabited 
by men; and in proceſs of time becoming 
very numerous, almoſt tenanted every hole 
in the tower; right againſt which grew a 
ſtately row of elms, in the upper bran- 
ches of which, at firſt a few, and after- 
wards many Rooks built alſo their habita- 
tions. Theſe neighbouring volatily at length 
grew into acquaintance, and frequently 
. viſited one another with great familiarity, 
often expreſſing great kindneſs for each 
other, eſpecially on the ſide of the Rooks, ® 
who often uſed to junket with the Daus, 
and the Daws with them: Theſe reciprocal 
entertainments continued a long time, till 
on a day in a very ſevere and hard ſeaſon, 8 
when all the old Daws were fled abroad, 
the Rocks watching that opportunity agre:d 
together to rob the Daws, being greatly 
impelled by hunger, and fearing the young 
Daws ſhould betray them, it was reſolved | 
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to kill them all, which was no ſooner de- 
termined than executed; but carrying them 

way, thro' haſte, they dropt ſome. The 
Rooks having thus not only maſſacred all 
the young Daws, but allo deſpoiled their 
habitations of every valuable effect, haſten- 
cd home, ſome of whom flew uncon- 
XX cerned abroad as at other times. The poor 
old Daros, returning with proviſions for 
9 their young, with grief beheld the devaſta- 
tion, but ſmelling che deceit, the ſtouteſt of 
them flew over to their neighbours, and 
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r- coming unawares beheld the torn limbs of 
a- their young. Others flying downwards 
th MW beheld them again lying dead upon the 
ly ground. The Das greatly exaſperated 


were hardly reſtrained from hoſtilities by 
the advice of the moſt ſage among them; 
, by whoſe counſel they ſought redreſs of the 


os, King; but being given to underſtand that 
ll | Lord Reyuard only would take cogniſance 
til! 


of the matter, they croaked aloud to him 
for juſtice; who hearing their ſtory de- 
fired to ſummon the accuſed, which 
che Rocks willingly obeyed, and by their 
counſel fer forth how baſely the Daws had 
belied them. That moſt of them were 


D familics 


allo gone abroad for proviſion for their 


1 
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families; that in their abſence their ambi— 
tious young ones aiming to fly before they 
were able, crawling out of their 26s, fell 
down and were killed by the fall, ſome of 
whom were ſtill, they ſaid, to be ſeen 


daſhed to pieces againſt the ſtones. Lord 
Reynard remarking how ſtrange it was 


that all the young ones ſhould be alike 
diſpoſed at once to crawl out, ſaid, he 
ſhould ſuſpect their veracity, unleſs they 
brought ſufficient evidence bf the truth of 
their aſſertion; when ſome of the elders 
of the Rooks affirming they could bring 
ſufficient evidence who were eye-witneſles 
of the downfal of the young Daws; Lord 
Reynard deſired they might be produced , 
upon which they all came in a body to 
give evidence that they were eye-witneſſes 
that all the young Daws came to the 
doors of their houſes, and there looking 
upon one another, and at length ambiti- 
ouſly ſtriving to fly before they were able, 
they all tumbled down headlong ; now in- 
| deed, ſaid they, we ſeeing they were fall- 
en, we every one of us took up a dead body 
and carried it home, and upon the return 
of theſe our kindred, who ſtand here ar- 
raigned,told them the ſtory; who acquieſced 

in 


W 
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in what we had done, tho' to avoid giving 
further offence to our neighbours they 
would not ſuffer us to bring up any more of 
the dead young Daus. We alſo confeſs 
that the old Dazvs flying over to us beheld 
many of us, the witneſſes, eating or de- 
vouring the dead bodies, and therefore 
falſely affirmed before your Loraſbip, that 
we had barbarouſly maſſacred them. The 
Lord Reynard, who was all attention upon 
this trial, obſerving how they denied the 
fact, yet confeſſed the eating of the young 
ones, pronounced them guilty from their 


own evidence, and condemn'd them all 


to be ſtrangled, as an atonement to the 
injured Daws for the fatal maſſacre, which 
ſentence was no ſooner pronounced than 
executed ; their dead bodies were delivered 
by tale into the Lord Reynard's kitchen, 
which the Daws beholding rejoiced exceed- 
ingly, and humbly thanked the Fox for the 
revenge he had given them, upon the mur- 
derers of their young ones. The Fox an- 
ſwered, he could do no leſs, as they were 
doubly guilty both of theft and murder, 
therefore, ſaid he, I give you all the houſes 
and effects remaining of theſe miſcreants, 
tho' indeed properly my own forteitures, 
5 that 


0 - 
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that you may henceforth live ſecure from 
ſuch treacherous neighbours. This piece 
of generoſity proceeded not from pity in 
the Fox, however, but becauſe he knew 
not what elſe to do with them. The 
Daros, very thankfully and moſt humbly 
took their leave, determined never after to 
hold fellowſhip or converſe with the Rooks. 


The MoR at. 


By the foregoing chapter is ſhewn how 
dangerous it is for guilty perſons to come 
within the judge his power, and that crafty 
men willingly forego, and readily give 
away what is not their own, or ever like 
to be in their poſſeſſion, as is evident by 
the Fox who gives the Daws the Rooks neſts 
becauſe he knew not how to come at them. 
Whatever other moral this chapter conveys 
is left to the reader to find out. Þ 


HAD. 
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HE Lord Reynard, as appears by 
the foregoing paſſages of his life, 
io managing matters that which ever 
way the ſcale turned, ſome profit ſhould 
accrue to him, partly by bribery on both 
ſides, by forfeitures of the condemned, by 
a kind of a tax or rather gratuity out of 
places of emolument, and by the ſole com- 
mand of all the King's treaſures had amaſ- 
ſed an infinite wealth, to which his private 
correſpondence with the Tiger did not a 
little contribute, grew ſtill more liberal to 
the Nobles, his and their dependents and 
followers, inſomuch that he was eſteem- 
ed the moſt eminent beaſt in the foreſt, 
and had by degrees ſo inſinuated himſelf 
with the Lion, that all authority was de- 
volved upon him, and ſuffering not a 
word of truth to come to his ears, he was 
quite ignorant of the ſtate and danger of 
his foreſts; upon which the Tiger conti- 
D 3 nually 


54 Tux PIEASANT HisToryY or 


nually endeavoured to incroach, as will 
more fully appear in the ſequel of this 
hiſtory, though there were not wanting 
who endeavoured to open the Lion's eyes, 
by impreſſing on the leaves of trees the 
dangerous ſtate of the foreſt, and miſcon- 
duct of the beaſts at the head of affairs; 
all which truths were unattended to thro' 
the Lord Reynard's policy, who by his 
corruption had ſecured himſelf a power- 
ful party upon all occaſions, miſrepre- 

ſenting their loyalty who intuitively ſaw 
approaching ruin, whenever they remon- 
ſtrated it, and branding them with epithets 
as favourers of the young Y/help ſpoken 
of before, endeavoured to render them 
odious to the Lion, who in fact were the 
moſt loyal beaſts in the foreſt. Tho' Lord 
Reynard by virtue of his Daiſy was taken 
from among the common herd of beaſts, yet 
he preſided there, in conſequence of his 
bribery among them, which was of infinite 
ſervice to him and the furtherance of all 
his meaſures; as the proviſion for the 
King's houſhold came entirely thro* their 
hands „ * * + * #* 
having put all the Swans out of commiſ- 


ſion who preſided over the /akes, he re- 
placed 
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placed them with Geeſe and Goflings, for 
he could place and replace, diſcard, or 
commiſſion whom he pleaſed, and when 
he pleaſed ; for it was only for him to 
gappoint and the Lion to confirm. | 


The Mor aL. 


When aſpiring ſubjects abound in wealth 
the royal power is liable to great danger, 
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CHA ©. XU. 
| BOUT this time a great quarrel} 
aroſe between the Wo and the Fox, 
tor which various cauſes were aſſigned, and 
which occalioned much ſpeculation among 
the moſt penetrating beaſts of the foreſt, 
but for which they ſay, the following was 
the true reaſon. The Fox by his flattery 
had ſo ingratiated himſelf with the King 
that none dared to complain of him, though 
he hourly committed great enormities, by 
ſecretly creeping into the Hen-rooſts, and 
making a prey of them as well as of every 
other bird and beaſt, as he ſlily and con- 
veniently found his opportunity, only V 
grim the Wolf, who was it ſeems infinitely 
diſpleaſed with the Fox, boldly addreſsed 
his Majeſty, ſaying, O my Lord the 
King, is it poſſible your Majeſty can 
truſt to the falſhood of this ever deceiv- 
ing Reynard, who has nothing but ſha- 
dows and chimeras wherewith to en- 
chant you; O be not ſo eaſily ſeduced, 
he is. a wretch all black, and covered with 
murder and treaſon, and even to your 
face 
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face hath made a ſcoff of your Majeſty; 
for my part, I am glad he is here in your 
preſence, where I ſhall ring him ſuch a 
peal, that all the lies he can invent ſhall 
not bear him out with ſafety. So it is 
(my dread Lord) that this diſſembling 
traitor, not long ſince betrayed my wife 
moſt ſhamefully, for upon a winter's 
day, as they two travelled together thro? 


a very great water, he perſuaded my 
wite that he would teach her a very 


ſingular art how to catch fiſh with 
her tail, by letting it hang angle-wiſe in 
the water a good while, whereunto he 
ſaid there would ſo much fiſh inſtantly 
cleave, that half a dozen of them ſhould 
not be able to devour it. The ſilly fool 
my wife (ſuppoſing all to be truth which 
came from him) went preſently into. the 
mire up to the belly before ſhe came 
to the water and coming into the depth 
of the water, as he directed her, ſhe held 
her tail ftill down in the water, in ex- 
pectation of the fiſh cleaving unto it; 
but the weather being ſharp and froſty, 
ſhe ſtood ſo long that her tail was fro- 
zen to the ice, 19 that with all her force 
ſhe could not pull it out; which when 


D 5 this 
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this luſtful villain faw, he preſently leaped 
upon her and raviſhed her, in ſuch a 
beaſtly and ſhameful manner that no mo- 
deſt ear is able to bear the odiouſneſs 
of the action. My poor wife being diſ- 
armed of all reſiſtance, well might ſhe 
ſhriek, cry, and feed upon the brine of 
her own tears, but all to no purpoſe, 
the deed was done, and the villain tri- 
umphed. This no impudence can make 
him deny, for I came and caught him 
in the action. O how rage and jealouſy, 
grief and fury aſſailed me at that in- 
ſtant! I was even diſtracted to behold 


them, but he ſeeing me near approach- 
ing preſently leaped from her and ran 


away. With a world of labour, heavi- 
neſs and ſorrow, I broke the ice about 
her, and in deſpite of all my cunning 
ſhe was compelled to leave a piece of 
her tail behind her, and indeed we both 
eſcaped hardly with our lives, for ſhe 
barked ſo loud, thro' the anguiſh ſhe 
endured, that all the people of the neigh- 
bouring village were alarmed, and came 
upon us, armed with very offenſive 
weapons, and ſo fiercely aſſaulted us, 
crying, Kill, kill, and ſlay, Day, t that I ne- 


ver 
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ver was in greater danger. One among 
the reſt, more ſtrong and ſwift of foot 
than the others, hurt us ſorely, and had 
not the night befriended us we had ne- 
ver eſcaped with life. 

From hence we came into a field full 
of brooms and brambles, where we hid 
us from the fury of our enemies. Thus, 
my moſt gracious Lord, hath this trai- 
tor and murderer uſed us. The Fox with his 
uſual pelicy, who was ever ready with an 
evaſive cloke for any evil he had commit- 
ted, excuſed himſelf under colour of find- 
ing her in this deplorable ſituation from 
which he endeavoured to deliver her when 
the Wolf came to them, appealing to her- 
telf for the truth, upon condition that 
ſhe was freed from her huſband, whoſe 
tyranny he apprehended might compel . 
her to ſay any thing. Upon which 
dame Ar/ewind the Wolf's wife ſtepping 
forth, ſays, O Reynard, thou haſt ſo oily 
and ſmooth a tongue, ſo dipt in flattery 
that none is ſecure from thine inchant- 
ment. Thou often haſt deceived me, re- 
member how thou didſt uſe me at the 
well with two buckets, which hanging at 
one cord, and running through one pul- 


y, 
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ly, which ever as one went down the 
other went up; I remember how thou 
getting into one of them felleſt down to 
the bottom of the well, and there ſateſt 
in great danger and peril, ſo that I ran 
thither in great haſte, and heard thee ſigh, 
and make great moan; and aſking how 
thou cameſt there thou anſweredſt me, 
that thou wert a fiſhing, and hadſt ſo 
much fiſh thou ſaidſt, and of which thou 
hadſt eaten ſo many, that thy belly was 
ready to break, and faidſt, aunt, leap 
into that bucket which hangeth there, 
and thou wilt be preſently with me; 
which I no ſooner did but (being much 
heavier than thyſelf) I fell preſently to 
the. bottom of the well, and thou cam- 
eſt up to the top, at which when 1 
grew angry, thou ſaidſt, aunt, this is 
but the faſhion of the world, ever as 
one comes up another muſt go down, 
and ſo faying, you leaped out of the 
bucket, and ran your way, leaving me there 
alone, where I remained a whole day, 
pining with hunger and ftarving with 
cold, and ere I could get out from 
8 receiving ſo many blows, that 
my life was neverin greater danger. The 


Fox 
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Fox replied, aunt, tho* the ſtrokes were 


painful unto you, yet I had rather you 
ſhould undergo them than myſelf, for 


you are ſtronger and better able to bear 
them, and at that time of neceſſity one 
of us could not eſcape them; beſides, 
_ aunt, I taught you wiſdom and experi- 
ence, that you ſhould not truſt either 
friend or foe, when the matter he per- 
fuades you to is the avoiding his own 
peril; for nature teaches us to love our 
own welfare, and he who doth other- 
wiſe is crowned only with the title of 
folly. Then, ſays dame Arſewind, I be- 
ſeech you Majeſty mark how this diſ- 
ſembler can blow with all winds, and 

paint his miſchief with falſe colours, 
numberleſs the times when he brought 
me into theſe miſchiefs. Once he betray- 
ed me to my aunt the ſhe Ape, where 
before I could eſcape I was forced to 
teave one of my ears behind me, If the 
Fox dare tell the truth of the ſtory (for I 
know his memory to be much better, 
beſides he is apt to take advantage of 
the weakneſs of my language, and man- 
ner of expreſſion) I deſire no better evi- 
dence againſt him. Then ſays the * 


62 Tux PrASANT HISTORY or 

I. will do it, and with unerring truth, 
without flattery or falſhood; therefore 
I befeech your Majeſty to lend me your 
royal patience. Upon a certain time the 
Wolf came to me into the wood, and com- 
plained that he was exceeding hungry, 
(tho' I never ſaw him fuller in my life) 
but he would ever diſſemble; at which 
J taking pity upon him, ſaid, I was alſo 
as hungry as he, ſo away we went toge- 
ther till we came to the foot of an 
haw-thorn tree, where was an hole co- 
vered over with brambles, and hearing 
a noiſe within, I defired the J/off to en- 
ter and try if he could find any thing 
to profit us (for ſomething I knew there 
was) but he refuſing to enter upon any 


conſideration till he knew for certainty 
what was therein, and intreated me to 


enter, who he was pleaſed to ſay had 
art and wit enough to ſave myſelf from 
danger, promiſing to wait my coming 
out, and beſeeching me to haſten, as he 
was impatient to know the event. Thus 
he perſuaded me, poor ſilly beaſt, to be 
foremoſt in this hazard, while he who 
was of ſtrength abode without in ſafety; 


which I conclude was no ſmall act of 
friend- 
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friendſhip, for I would not for the foręſt 
undergo the like danger again. But to 
proceed, I went into the hole, and found 
the paſſage dark and tedious, till at 
length I ſaw a great light which came 
in on the other ſide of the hole, by 

which I diſcover'd lying there a great 
/he Ape, with eyes ſparkling with fire, her 
mouth ſet round with long ſharp teeth, 
and on her fingers nails as ſharp as thorns, 
[ at firſt imagined her a Marmazin, Ba- 
boon, or Mercat; for a more dreadful 
beaſt I never ſaw. And by her ſide lay 
divers of her children, ſtern of counte- 
nance, and cruel like herſelf, who ſee- 
ing me advance gaped with their mouths 
open, as if they would devour me. I 
grew amazed, wiſhing myſelf far from 
their reſidence, but reſolving now IT had 
got ſo far to extricate myſelf in the 
beſt manner I was able, I looked in- 
tenſely upon her, and methought ſhe 
was of larger ſtature than /2rim, and 
the ſmalleſt of her brats much larg- 
er than myſelf, They were all laid 
in foul litter, rotten and dirty with their 
own piſs ; ſo that I was almoſt poiſoned 
with the ſtench, — good language 
was 
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was beſt, I accoſted her ſaying, Good 
aunt, bleſs you and my fair couſins, - your 
pretty children ; they are queſtionleſs the 
faireſt of their ages that J ever ſaw, 
they ſurpaſs in beauty, and look indeed 
like royal iſſue; truly, aunt, we are 


greatly pleafed with this increaſe and glo- 


ry to our family. I could not for my 
part, hearing you were laid down, for- 
bear making you this viſit. She replied, 
couſin Reynard, your are exceeding wel- 
come, you have found me in a fluttiſh 
condition, but J am glad to ſee you, 
and thank you kindly for this friendly 
viſit. It gives me great pleaſure to hear 
of your preferment, whoſe wit and judg- 
ment is grown famous through the fo- 
reſt. I ſhall be happy, couſin, if I can 
prevail with you to take the charge of 
my childrens education, that they may 
learn from you how to thrive hereafter 
in the world ; this has been my deſign 
ever ſince they came into it, I know 
your excellence, and that you diſdain to 
aſſociate with a beaſt who is not good 
and virtuous. How pleaſed was I to 
hear ſuch language from her, which 


kind- 
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kindneſs however only proceeded from 
my having called her aunt at firſt, 
who in effect was of no kindred to me; 
yet notwithſtanding I ſoothed thus that 
moſt voracious monſter, adding that my 
lite and fortune were at her command, tho* 
I heartily wiſhed myſelf farther from her at 
that very inſtant. I pitied Igrim, who 
pinched with hunger waited all this while, 
and offering to take my leave under 
pretence that my wife would be impati- 
ent until my return, ſhe ſaid, dear cou- 
ſin, you ſhall not depart until you have 
eaten ſomething, I ſhall take it moſt 
unkind if you attempt it. Then carrying 
me into an inner room where was great 
ſtore of all kind of veniſon, as well as 
of all kind of birds, I was amazed 
whence they could all be brought. When 
I had eaten ſufficiently ſhe courteouſly 
preſented my wife with a fide and half 
a haunch of veniſon, which ſhe inſiſted 
I ſhould carry home; and which, tho? 
much aſhamed, I' was compelled to do; 
and fo after long intreaties of more fre- 
quent viſits I took my leave, rejoicing 


gteatly that I had ſped ſo well. Com- 
ing 
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ing to Igrim, who lay groaning piteoul- 
ly, I aſked how he fared; who anſwered 
he was extremely ill, ſo ill, dear ne- 
phew, that without ſome meat, ſays he, 
I preſently ſhall expire. I in compal- 
ſion beſtow'd upon him the portion 
which the Ape had ſent my wife, which 
then preſerved his life; but how he 
thanks me for it ye all are witneſſes, He 
had no ſooner devoured my veniſon, but he 
enquired what I found in the hole, I 
am, ſays he, more hungry now than 
ever, for this ſmall morſel has but whet- 
ed my appetite. I defired he would 
enter too, where he might find plenty, 
for my aunt and her children lived there, 
whom I faid, if he could but flatter and 
ſpeak fair, he need not fear being well 
treated. I thought, my gracious Lord, 
this warning was ſufficient, but barba- 
rous beaſts will never underſtand wiſ- 
dom, and therefore loath the policies 
they know not ; yet promiſing to follow my 
counſel he entered the hole, where find- 
ing the Ape in the condition before de- 
ſcribed, he began to abuſe and revile 
her, deſiring ſhe would drown her fright- 


ful goblings, for greater deformity he ſaid 
he 
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he never ſaw. Sir rim, ſhe replies, 
their creation is no fault in me, they 
are my children, and I am their mother, 
nor ought their beauty or hard favour 
either pleaſe or diſpleaſe you, here was 
their kinſman to day, who is but Jate- 
ly departed, who is well known to ex- 
ceed you in birth as well as virtue and 
wiſdom; he accounted them fair and 
lovely, and for your opinion I care not, 
therefore you may depart at your plea- 
ſure. Dame, ſays he, I would ent of 
your meat, it is much better beſtowed 
upon me than on theſe ugly urchins ; but 
ſhe refuſing he attempted to take it, when 
ſhe with all her children ruſhing upon 
him, ſcratched, clawed, and bit him ſo 
feverely that the blood ran down in 
ſtreams; a ſwift retreat being the beſt 
in his power. He came out, indeed, 
extremely bitten and extremely beat- 
en, leaving one ear behind, in token of - 
his manners. This, when I beheld, 
I aſked if he had flattered ſufficiently ? 
He had ſpoken as he found, he faid, 
for the dame was a foul bitch, and the 
litter moſt ugly monſters. I told him he 


{ſhould have commended their beauty, and 
taken 
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taken them for the beſt of his alliance. He 
ſaid he would rather have ſeen them all 
hanged, then (quoth I) you muſt always 
receive the like reward; but wiſdom would 
do otherwiſe; a lie ſometimes as much 
avalleth as a true tale, and fair words never 
come out of ſeaſon, and better than we 
hold it for a rule worthy being followed. 
Thus, my liege, I have told your Majeſty 
truly how Sir {/grim came by his red night- 
cap, which he cannot, dare not deny, for 
all is true without addition. This ſtory 
raiſed a loud laugh againſt the Wo, who 
at the interpoſition of the King ſoon became 
friends with Lord Reynard again. | 
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By the complaint of the Wolf is ſhewed 
the envy which one bad man bears another, 
who for revenge care not what indignities 
they undergo, as appears by the Welf 
ſlandering his own wife; by raiſing the vil- 
lage upon them is ſhewn that one miſchief 
ſeldom cometh alone; by the Fox's an- 
ſwer is ſhewn how artfully policy will ever 

7 cloke 
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cloke an evil under pretence of goodneſs. 
By the Wolf's falling into the well, ſhews the 
effect of covetouſneſs, and that policy cares 
not who pines, ſo he feels no pain, as ap- 
pears by the Fox tempting her into the 
bucket. Their entrance into the She-Ape's 
cave ſhews the difference between tem- 
perance and raſhneſs, and how far good 


words will prevail before a rude and churliſh 
behaviour, 
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XIV. 


H E Tyger in, conſequence of the 
ſchemes laid down by the old Fox 
Reynard Defluro, had nothing more at heart 
than becoming univerſal monarch of the 


- woods, having by his profuſeneſs * * 
* LA ST Y LT  ® © © #4 @S:: S 


thought himſelf now at leiſure to follow 
thoſe ſchemes and ſafe in the execution of 
them, as he had ſecured to himſelf ſo many 
friends in the Lion's court. I ſhould have 
premiſed that he maintained a long combat 
againſt the Lion, whom he over-reached in 
policy, by making a ſhort ceſſation only, 
on his part, but calling it a /aſting peace, 
when in the greateſt diſtreſs for proviſion 
for his houſhold, and when he muſt have 
been evidently ruined for ever, had the ge- 
nerous Lion but maintained the combat a 


E 6 +» + ©. 


the quarrel was not indeed originally the 
Lion's, but taking part with the Eagle who 
ſoon ſlipt from under it, and left, all the 
burden on the Lion's back, During this 


of 


e 
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ceſſation, for I can call it no other, the Y- 
ger pretending great friendſhip for the Lion, 
endeavoured to exhauſt all his ſtores and 
granaries, by drawing him into needleſs ex- 
pence, by feeding beaſts whoſe alliance 
could be of no ſervice to him. To wean the 
Wolf and ſuch as could ſerve him from his 
alliance, which the old Leopardeſs of the fo 
reſt of Andaluſia only prevented, and who 
obſerving the weakneſs of the Lion's coun- 
ſels, thought it not impoſſible to wean even 
the Eagle, which he had ſo well ſupported, 
from his alliance. At this time the weak- 
neſs and inſufficiency of the Lion's counſels 
betrayed itſelf in nothing ſo much as re- 
jecting the friendſhip of the young Leopard, 
who would have actually cemented a ſtrong 
union with the Lion regardleſs of his cou- 
fin the Tiger, but I believe it was rejected 
by advice of the Ag. The Tiger finding 


leiſure from this ceſſation, and by his in- 


uence upon thoſe about the Lion, by whom 
all his actions were either overlooked or 
repreſented in a very favourable light, how- 


ever deſtructive, finding leiſure, I ſay, to 


purſue all his purpoſes, had upon the con- 
cluſion of the ceſſation one or more beaſts 


his emiſſaries in every part of the foreſt 


ready 


4 
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ready to ſnap up and buy all the Swans, 
Geeſe, Ducks, and Eggs they could, and not 
only ſo but endeavoured to entrap and in- 
veigle every beaſt they could to. become 
ſubjects to the Tiger, who ſoon began 
more openly to revel in his cave bordering 
upon the lake, which he by ſtipulation was 
never to occupy again ; ſweeping, cleanling, 
repairing and adorning it in the beſt man- 
ner he was able under colour of only ſcour- 
ing the filth and fallen leaves away. But 
having matters of greater conſequence in 
agitation, he conveyed at every favourable 
opportunity ſuch numbers of young Ba- 
boons and other. beaſts into his foreign fo- 
reſts as ſoon enabled him to make head 
againſt the Lion there; propagating his 
Geeſe and Ducks at the ſame time to ſuch 
a number as were ſufficient at leaſt, he 
thought, to contend for the ſovereignty of 
the lakes alſo, for which the Lion only has 
been always famous. Having taken care 
alſo to furniſh proviſions for his foreign 
friends, the greateſt part of which he clan- 
deſtinely obtained from the Numidian foreſt, 
on all ſides prepared, and guarded againſt 
events, he began to rouſe the ſlumbring 
Lion by acts of hoſtility which he began by 

en- 
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incroachments upon all the foreign foreſts, 
when the Lion with great civility, tame- 
neſs and complaiſance deſired him to deſiſt, 
he with pride and arrogance laid claim to 
ſome of the moſt valuable of theſe foreſts; 
but however to preſerve decency and gain 
farther time, two beaſts were nominated 
to adjuſt the limits between them, in which 
a long time was ſpent without doing any 
thing, All which time the Tiger ſpent | in 
augmenting his forces (for ſo I may call 
them) and ſtrengthening himſelf in his fo- 
reign foreſts, {till retaining ſeveral little 
woods upon the late, to which no particu- 
lar beaſt laid claim, and were in common, 
I may ſay, between them, though he was by 
agreement to evacuate them upon the laft 
ceſſation. His Baboons committed gre: t 
cruelties in every foreſt, cutting off the 
heads of every beaſt they could catch, and 
fleaing or ſtripping them 01 their {kins; 
which at length piovuked the Lion to en- 
deavour to repel force by force, and pick- 
ing up a few ſtragsling Ducks upe n the lake, 
ſoon tound that the Tiger had propagated his 
breeds to ſuch a number as to be able to 
contend for fi eriority even there; of 
which he was the lels afraid in that he 
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The Tiger took infinite care to place as 
many of the beſt and ableſt Swans he could 
find at the head of his Geeſe and Ducks, 
while the Lion, who thought all his Gee/e 


were Swans, leaving every affair to the ma- 


nagement of the Fox, had too many Parrots, 
Green-geeſe and Gyg/lings at the head of his, 


though manifeſtly elſe the beſt and ableſt 


Brood that ever croſſed a lake. The Tiger, 
depending as much, if not more, upon their 
conduct whom he had corrupted about the 
Lion, became ſo audacious that matters ſoon 
came to an open rupture; and, ſending a 
flock of Geeſe to infeſt a ſmall but valuable 
foreſt which was ſurrounded by a late; the 
Lion ſent alſo a flock to intercept them, but 
thinking them too weak, as only com- 
manded by a Goſling, ſent a ſmall reinforce- 
ment under the conduct of a melodious 
Swan, and all the broods meeting upon 
the lake, the Swan alone maintained a glo- 
rious though unequal combate, while the 
timorous or corrupted Goſling ſtood an idle 
ſpectator at a diſtance, neither h;/ing himſelf 
or ſuffering thoſe under his command to 
hiſs or clap their wings, but ſwimming away 
left the whole foreſt at the mercy of the 

| ene- 
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enemy, which was notwithſtanding a long 
time bravely defended by an old Maſtiff, 
who for want of being relieved, and dying 
with thirſt, was obliged at length to give 
It up, on as honourable terms as he could. 
The Goſling, who built greatly upon his 
friends at court, by the general ray of every 
beaſt in the foreſt was judged worthy of 
death; but whether he was executed in con- 
ſequence of his treaſon or excuſed by the 
. favour of his friends at court, our next ad- 
vices from Numidia will inform us. - No- 
thing bur devaſtation, blood, and ſlaughter, 
breathed from the mouth of the Tiger, who 
gathering together every beaſt he could 
command threatened no leſs than an inva- 


nion of the foreſt and the utter extirpation 
of the L ion. 
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C H A ME. 


HILE the Fox who had under- 
hand a good underſtanding with the 
Tiger, and indeed without ſuch an under- 
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ſtanding the Tiger never would have dared 
to proceed as he did. 

The Fox, I fay, who cared not how mat- 
ters went, ſo he aggrandized himſelf, kept 
on in his beaten road of bribery and corrup- 
tion, deceiving his generous maſter the 


King of beaſts, and betraying the foreſt in 
every ſhape he could. But as he well 


knew the love of prey was the predomi- 
nant paſſion of every beaſt in the foreſt, 
he was, as already ſaid, very liberal of his 
gifts, yet was not in the mean while un- 
mindful of waiting often upon the King, 
with ſoothing language and a ſpecious pre- 
tence of honeſty to Jul! him even into a le- 
thargy of ſecurity, who being in years 
and having ruled the foreſt a long time, 
hearing no complaints himſelf, was ex- 
treme 1 well pleaſed to find he had conſti- 
tuted a ſubſtitute on whom he had dele- 
gated all his authority to ſo good a pur- 
poſe, and for ſuch wiſe ends as he was al- 
ways given to underſtand he did, by the 
Fix upon every occaſion, or his friends 
about the King. And indeed he was ſo 
circumſpect as never to give the Jeaſt room 
ſor doubting his ſincerity upon any occa- 


Gon whatever; placing always thoſe about 
| the 
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the King in whom he could confidently 
confide, and whom by bribery he had ri- 
vetted to his intereſt, removing Bellin the 
Ram and all his kindred from any commu- 
nication with him, miſrepreſenting them as 
dangerous diſloyal creatures, prone to ſedi- 
tion, and beaſts very unſafe for his Majeſty 
to keep about him. The Wolves, numbers 
of whom Lord Reynard had introduced at 
court and promoted to high places, were 
driven to have conſtant recourſe to hypo- 
criſy, as indeed all his party were, but 
_ chiefly a large overgrown Wolf who had a 
beautiful den at the corner of * * * =# 
who was ſo deeply engaged in all his 
ſchemes that he muſt of neceſſity be in- 
volved in his ruin if ever ruin came. This 
Wolf, who kept the faireſt outſide, was of 
all others, except Lord Reynard himſelf, 
moſt deeply intereſted in the intrigues of 
the Tiger, preferring only Wrens and Goſ- 
lings upon every occaſion, whoſe corrup- 
tion or cowardice, or both perhaps, he 
knew would beſt anſwer all the intentions 
of the Tiger; while Bellin's kindred, who 
indeed might be diſtinguiſhed by the tinc- 
ture of their ſkins, being a true blue, were 
driven diſregarded into the foreſt, and kept = 
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from all employment, over whom ſeveral 
apes were ſet as ſpies by the Fox and his ad- 
herents. Of this kindred and dye were al- 
moſt all the Swans of the lake, who were 
{oon diſcovered by their behaviour, and as 
ſoon diſmiſſed from employment as diſco- 
vered, or rather as they behaved well; of 
which among many inſtances I ſhall give 
but one, of a Swan well known in every 
lake and foreſt for the melody of his voice 
and the integrity of his heart, who being 
put into commiſſion by the Fox had a brood 
of . Geeſe given him to command, and being 
diſpatched upon an important expedition, 
not with an intent that he ſhould execute 
it, for that was quite contrary. to 
the Fox's deſign, but that he might periſh 
in the attempt, for refuſing to go with his 
wings pintoned as all the Swans were obliged 
to do, the laſt of whom, which was upon 
that ſame lake, fluttered fo long to unbind 
his wings that he broke his Heart, as it was 
rumoured in the foreſt ; but , contrary. 
to the Fox's expectations, ſuccceded fo well 
that all the foreſt rejoiced at at, and upon 
his return the ox, without ſo much as pre- 
tending to pick a hole in one of his fea- 
thers, which at this time were plumed very 

high, 
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high, degraded or diſmiſſed him from em- 
ployment, as in fact he did every bird or 
beaſt who had the integrity to be faithful 
to the Zion; a ftronger inſtance of which 
than that of the above, joined with the no- 
ble Ram of Cheſnutfold foreſt cannot, nay 
need not be given, Matters being thus car- 
ried by the baſeneſs, treachery, and ingrati- 
tude of the Fox and Wolf laſt mentioned, to 
the amazement of every beaſt in the foreſt, 
except ſuch as were in their intereſt or their 
ſecrets. The Tiger became ſtill more and 
more audacious, inveſting every foreſt, 
committing all manner of rapine and breath- 
ing nothing but deſtruction to the Lion, 
puffing the leaves of trees through every fo- 
reſt with falſe impreſſions, and ſending the 
moſt lying Baboons he could pick to every 
heaſt about, but chiefly to the Leopard 
whom he endeavoured with all his art 
to win over to take partin the quarrel with 
the Lion, not only by offering to cede to him 
the little foreſt of which he had fo lately 
made a conqueſt, magnifying the great ad- 
vantage ſo contiguous a foreſt would be ta 
the Leopard, but by offering to diveſt the 
Lion of another foreſt as contiguous and of 
infinitely greater value than the foreſt 
E 4 called 
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called Gibſoreſt, if he, the Leopard, would 
join in the attempt, which elſe he thought 

too dangerous and unavailable ſingly for 
himſelf. However he proceeded to annoy 
the Lion all in his power, and having 
greatly improved his brood of Geeſe and 
Dacks ſeemed not averſe to hazard his ſuc- 
ceſs chiefly upon their conduct, but notwith- 
ſtanding, building his greateſt hope upon 
the corruption and miſconduct of the Lion's 
broeds, became more adventurous, to which 
he was not a little prompted. by his eſcape 
from a brood in the former quarrel as well 
as this, the femblance of which with this 
latter eſcape is ſuch that it need not here be 
related, 
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I is not too late I hope to acquaint the 
reader, that in the foreſt were ſeveral 
[pets fo efficient as to render the beafl who 
could properly or ſeaſonably clap his paw upon 
one of them of great conſequence in the 
= toreſt, 
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foreſt, and give him pre- eminence over 
every beaſt who had not the like advan- 
tage by clapping his paw upon ſome other 
ſpot; he had likewiſe a right to have a 
precognition of every affair relative to 
the foreſt; and always was one of thoſe _ 
who hrought proviſion for the King's ſtores, 
Sc. Oc. Oc. 

To theſe the Fox was more than ordi- 
nary attentive, who zained his favour and 
ſhared his gifts more or leſs according to 
the number of /po7s upon which they could 
clap their claws at one and the ſame time, 
and indeed they were the onty beaſts who 
unrepulſed could aſk a favour at court, and 
to whom the Fox was at certain ſeaſons ve- , 
ry liberal; even the Tiger it was thought 
was not without his ends among them. 
The ſtruggle which uſed to be for theſe 
ſpots is ſcarce credible; the Fox and Wolf 
making uſe of every indirect means to clap 
their friends paws upon them, not ſo much 
in oppoſition to the Ram and his friends 
perhaps, as for their great utihity in the aſ- 
ſembly of the beaſts, many of whom loſt 
their lives upon this important occaſion; 
1 cannot help remarking here that when 
ever a beaſt who was of the Ram's kindred 
E 5 fell, 
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fell, his loſs was accounted as nothing, thro' 
the powerful influence of the Fox and 
Molf; and on the contrary whenever a Mon- 
key, Ape, Racoon or any of the Fox or 

Walf's kindred fell, however ſo infignifi- 
cant in himſelf, his lols was atoned by the 
life of his opponent. 

The Tiger puſhing his conqueſts with 
great rapidity, eſpecially committing great 
devaſtations through all the foreign foreſts, 
thought now of nothing leſs than becoming 
univerſal monarch of the woods, deſigning 
if he could draw the Leopard into his quar- 
rel, as ſoon as he had made his conqueſts 


over the Lion, to fall upon him the Leopard 


alſo, and drive him, as he intended to do 
the other, which indeed would have proved 
no difficult taſk, as he would have been 
enabled to propagate Geeſe, Ducks, &c. 
as well as have as numerous a ſhoal of 
Baboons and Monkeys as he pleaſed, and in 
which he foreſaw no difficulty while the 


Fox and Wolf were at the head of affairs, 


whom the large remittances he had clandeſ- 
tinely ent, and the larger promiſes he fre- 
quently made, rendered quite ſubordinate to 
his will; and it is confidently aſſerted that 
his emiſſary left three hundred thouſand 


mea- 
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meaſures of corn of Peru among them, when 
he left the Lion's court. 
Matters coming at length to ſuch an 2½ 
ſue and the public calamity becoming ſo 
great, the Wolf and Fox were in danger of 


being torn to pieces by the beaſts of the 


foreſt ; and juſtice calling aloud, the King, 
whoſe eyes were not yet open to their vil- 
lany, agreed to hear the complaints againſt 
them, and iſſues his royal mandate for ap- 
prehending them as traitors, which the 


Wolf immediately was; upon notice of 


which the Fox immediately retired to his 
caſtle which he had built, beautified and 
adorned at ſo remote a diſtance that its 
magnificence ſhould be no bait or tempta- 
tion To the Lion ever to ſeize upon. it to 
make a royal palace. 


The Mor TY 


Covetous and greedy-minded men, for- 


getful of every good, ruſh headlong upon 


their own ruin where matter of profit is 


ſtrewed as a bait. 4 
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HE Lord Reynard having retired to 
Bramble Brier with his domeſtics and 
friends to the amount of four hundred, the 
King gave orders to his couſin Sly-look to 
make ready for a march, whom he diſpatch'd 
with forces (chiefly of the Hound kind) ſuf- 
ficient he, thought to ſubdue Lord Reynard 
in a very ſhort time, telling him that he 
ſhould have the honour to wade through 
this difficulty and bring the traitor Reynard 
to condign puniſhment: he marched at 
the head of his beaſts with ſuch expedition 
that he ſoon arrived within ſight of Bram- 
ble Brier when he halted, and determining 
to reſt awhile, in the interim called a coun- 
cil of war, at which all the beaſts of note 
aſſiſted; when firſt of all it was agreed to 
learn if poſſible the firength of the enemy, 
and long debates aroſe whether it were beſt 
to befiege in form or attack by ſudden 
aſſault, for if we do not, ſays one of the 
 eei/eſt and moſt ccuragecus among them, our 
labour will be to little purpoſe. If they 

| ſally 
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ſally not forth to a general engagement we 
muſt by cloſe ſiege and length of time ſtarve 
them out, or ſuddenly endeavour by ge- 
neral aſſault to force the caſtle. This opi- 
nion not meeting with approbation, it was 
propoſed to ſend out ſcouts to make what 
diſcoveries they could, for we have not 
forces ſufficient, ſays one, to beſiege the 
caſtle, neither is it convenient we ſhould at 
preſent, as we know not the private ave- 
nues and holes belonging to it, or how 
far they may extend, and where the enemy 
may probably conceal themſelves, by which 
means when we only expect an enemy be- 
fore us, they iſſuing out aſſault us behind 
and on every ſide . This propoſal being 
agreed to, it was determined to ſend out 
Squirrels and others the nimbleſt among 
the beaſts, to diſcover if they could, who 
went to, or came from the caſtle, and bein 
ordered to lie very cloſe round the caſtle 
for fear of being ſurpriſed; they were 
punctual to their orders, in ſome ſhort 
time they diſcovered ſeveral beaſts loaden 
with proviſions paſſing into the caſtle by 
private holes undef the rocks and briers, 
and others alſo coming forth by ſome re- 


moter paſſages. Among theſe ſcouts in 
am- 
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ambuſh, one eſpying the earth not long 
caſt up before him, was very diligent in 
obſerving it, which he had not long done 
before he ſaw Reynard the traitor put forth 
his head, who ſoon drew back obſerving 
that the coaſt was not clear, when the ſcout 
leaping forward to ſeize him, could not fo 
much as get in one of his paws, ſo quick 
was the Fox in throwing up the earth and 
intrenching himſelf; the ſcout, however, 
marking the place retired to his ambuſh, 
where he had not long lain before he ſaw 
one of Reynard's creatures coming forth 
of another hole at fomething greater diſ- 
tance, whom he ſuffered to advance till he 
ſeized him by the neck and carried him to 
the General. Others of the ſcouts made 
the like diſcoveries, and having ſeized three 
or four beaſts loaden with proviſion, carried 
them all to the General. By the report 
of the ſcouts none went into the caſtle by 
theſe private holes, but by larger avenues 
cloſe to the rock under the briers. The 
General upon examining the priſoners found | 
the Fox and his uncle the Ape were both 
within the caſtle, that the number of the 
' beaſts with them were three hundred and 


ſeventy five; that he had large quantities of 
Pro: 
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REYNARD TRE Fox. 87 
proviſions, but notwithſtanding employed 
half his force the preceding day in foraging, 
and the other half on that, adding withal 
that near an hundred of them might be taken 
with their booty in a ſhort ſpace, near ſo ma- 
ny he ſaid being ſtill out, owing to their a- 
larming the foreſt who were abroad the day 
before, and nothing could be procured near 
home. Upon this information the General 
ſent a party to intercept the foragers, and 
proceeded to the examination of the Beg 
taken coming out of the hole. He gave 
information that the Lord Reynard (as he 
ill called him) being informed by the 
creatures who returned with their booty 
into the caſtle, that ſeveral beaſts lay in 
ambuſh, and that General Sly-look was near 
with an army, was determined to paſs by 
the hole through which he was ſeen to 
thruſt forth his head to reconnoitre, and 
finding the truth from his own obſervation 
commanded me to inform the heaſts which 
are yet abroad; with an injunction that 
they ſhould retire into covert until night, 
by favour of which they might eſcape in 
their return. This commiſſion I ſhould 
have executed, had I not fallen into your 
excellency's hands. 


The 
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The M or ar. 


Great diſaſters aſtoniſh the moſt politic, 
eſpecially when they come unforeſeen, as 
is here ſhewn by the Fox, who although 
before never had a ſhift to ſeek, yet is 
now ſo confounded he knows not which 
way to turn himſelf, Here is likewiſe 
ſhewn the danger of attempting any thing 
in war without good advice, and how be- 
neficial a right underſtanding of the ene- 
my's condition is for the future manage- 
ment of martial affairs. 
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CHAP. XVIII 
TT E general after having ſecured the 


priſoners, called another council of 
war, wherein it was reſolved to ſummon 
Reynard to ſurrender, upon which a ſub- 
altern beaſt was ſent with a detachment 
of forty common brutes, who coming as 
near the caſtle as he thought conveni- 
ent for the ſafety of his perſon, ſum- 
moned the Fox in due form to ſurren- 
der, but was anſwered only by a ſhower 
of ſtones which were ſo well aimed as 
to wound ſeveral beaſts, whoſe lives were 
probably preſerved by the prudence of 
their leader, whole experience had taught 
him the danger of truſting to an ene- 
my. The general upon this finding he 
had not ſufficient force to take the caſ- 
tle, and fearing it might be a work of 
great length, wherein the lives of many 
beaſts might be loſt, encamped himſelf 
with all the art he could, while he diſ- 
1 patched 
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patched a young Hare his aid de camp, 
to court for a reinforcement ; ſo encamp- 
ing with his forces that night before the 
caſtle they regaled upon the booty taken 
from the enemy; after which all neceſ- 
fary precaution was taken for fear of 
furpriſe by appointing proper centinels, 
and taking every other meaſure which 
experienced generals uſually take, The 
Fox who was not idle on his part, be- 


ing extremely diſcontented that ſo many 


of his garriſon were cut off, (for up- 


wards of forty were intercepted) in the 
night detached three hundred beaſts led 
by the Ape his uncle, who marching very 
filently intended to ſurround the camp, 
which was contracted in as narrow a 


compaſs as poſſible, with orders firſt to 


attack the centinels and then bray 
out on every ſide at once, New for the 
Lord Reynard; who would loſe all how- 
ever rather than hazard his own body 
in ſo dangerous an enterprize. His par- 
ty marching in the form of a half-moon, 
that they might not be eaſily diſperſed 
or broken, and to facilitate their ſur- 
rounding the camp, were notwithſtand- 


ing their circumrotation and circumſpec- 


tion 


? 
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tion diſcovered, and timely intelligence 
given, to general Sly-/ook, who was very 


vigilant and lay himſelf all night with 


ſiones in his pars, who now dividing 
his forces led one party in perſon and com- 
mitted the care of the other to a beaſt 
of figure, his lieutenant. Both parties 
marched very filently round the camp 
on each fide to meet with the horns of 
the enemies ha!f-moon, which they quickly 
did, engaged, and routed, purfuing them 
clotely, and the whole camp being alarm- 
ed, they were enſnared in their own ſnare 
and ſurrounded on every fide, numbers were 


either killed, or taken priſoners, the Ape 


their leader being among the ſlain, few 
clcaping by flight to give the Fox an 
account of the defeat. After the engage- 
ment the number of priſoners amounted 
to an hundred and fix, of the killed and 
wounded forty eight. Of the king's forces 
{ix were killed and ſeveral wounded. 
So that of the goo. who iſſued out there 
returned but one hundred and forty ſix 
to Reynard; the loſs of which number, 
and the- defeat he had met with, he 
greatly dreaded the conſequence of, 
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The MOR A. 


Traitors grown deſperate and having 


forfeited their lives will hearken to no 


ſummons, 


but are more enraged on hear- 
f. This chapter likewiſe ſhews 


how provident commanders enervate and 
fruſtrate the policy and rage of their 


enemies. 
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ENERAL Sh. loo immediately 

diſpatched an expreſs to the Lion, 
giving an account of his ſucceſs, and to 
haſten the reinforcement, dating his pa- 
quet from the camp before Bramble-brier. 
The King rejoiced greatly upon receipt 
of this news, and ſent his youngeſt 
cohelp at the head of a conſiderable 
force to the camp, determining himſelf 
to defend the neareſt paſſages to the 
foreſt it the traitor ſhould attempt to 
make greater head againſt him; and 1n 
the mean while publiſhed his royal pro- 
clamation, pronouncing all who ſhould 
aid or aſſiſt the Fux to be traitors and 
rebels, with an offer of free pardon to 
every beaſt who ſhould deſert him, up- 
on which upward of an hundred quitted 


him, and came to offer their ſervice at 
the camp; to which alſo ſome thouſands 
voluntarily repaired in their loyalty and 
zeal to his Majeſty, whom the royal 

de Help 


o4 Tur PrrasANvT Hisroxv OF 
zo help ſeeing, ſent to learn whether they 
were friends or enemies, who ſoon un— 
derſtanding what they were, glad of 
their aſſiſtance, immediately began to pre- 
pare to ſtorm the caſtle, having firſt 
planted a party at ſome diſtance who 
were employed as Miners, not in opening 
but ſtoping the holes and avenues, 
while others were in amhuſcade at ſtill a 
greater diſtance, the better to deſtroy 
the out-goings of the enemy, and if 
poſſible by the ambitude to cut off all 
hopes of eſcape. Theſe prudent diſpo- 
fitions being made no enemy was ſeen 
either in the caſtle or to come forth by 
thoſe private avenues, (which were ſtop- 
ed up as faſt as poſſible) but night com- 
ing on it was judged neceſſary to ſuſ- 
pend the aſſault until morning, during 
which ſuſpenſion a diligent watch was 
kept and all poſſible care taken. Ear- 
ly on the morrow all things being rea- 
dy, every brute waited impatiently for 
the word of command to begin the 
aſſault; againſt which the Fox, who was 
not idle on his part, provided with all 
the diligence and art he could, who had 
digged deep trenches round about the 
caſtle- 
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caſtle-wall within, which were filled 
with water by great labour drawn from 


a neighbouring ſpring. Over this trench 
upon the wall he made falſe battlements 
ſeemingly of great ſtrength, upon which 
four hundred beaſts leaping with great 
agility in the firſt onſet, the battlements 
breaking they fell into the trenches, where 


ſuch as were not drowned were killed 


by the Fox and his Seaſts. 
The MORAL, 


It is commonly ſeen that the followers 
of traitors readily forſake them when 
they ſee a probability of ſecuring them- 
ſelves. Here is likewiſe ſhewn that bold 
adventures are hazardous, therefore the 
wiles of an enemy ſhould n be ſuſ- 


| pected, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XX. 


HIS overthrow greatly perplexed 
the young help, who ſo inadvertently 
fell into this maſked piece of policy, for the 
poſſibility of ſtorming the caſtle ſeemed 
now to be very doubtful, therefore a 
council of war was called, wherein after ma- 
ny debates and different opinions it was 
at length reſolved that a large detachment 
ſhould aſcend the wall, with orders not to 
attempt leaping down upon any provoca- 
tion whatever, but having plenty of ſtones, 
their chiefeſt ammunition, were to caſt them 
at the enemy, if occaſion offered; and 
above all to obſerve the avenues and inlets 
belonging to the caſtle, They accordingly. 
marched round the caſtle-wall, meeting 
with no {mall provocation from the enemy, 
though few in number and very punctual 
to their orders; very diligently as well as 
_ curiouſly made their oblervations, for there 
were ſome vea/ts of great ſpeculation ot the 
party. It appeared by their report that 
| Rey. 
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Reynard had built ſeveral bridges about 
his caſtle ſo narrow that only one beaſt 
at a time could paſs them. The royal 


Iheip upon this intelligence employed two 


thouſand brutes, moſt of them Moles, in 
opening the avenues for, though very 


young he had all the courage and conduct 
of the moſt experienced General; and was 
only to blame in hazarding his 8 per- 
ſon too freely to the moſt imminent dangers. 

The Moles and Terriers or miners hav- 
ing ſoon enlarged and opened the ave- 
nues, his highneſs immediately commanded 
another detachment upon the walls. to 
amuſe the enemy, with orders to bray and 
hawl as loud as they could; at the ſame 
time he commanded ſix kundred beaſts to 
enter by the avenues, whoſe courage he 
could confide in, Theſe were to gain the 
bridges and pals them at all events, and 
without diſtinction, to put all to death, 
male or female, old or young, excepting 
only Reynard, for whom he offered as a re- 
ward half the Felis in his caſtle, and withal 
that if any beaſt died in the attempt his 
whole huuſhold ſhould be provided tor at 
his Majeſty's expence. Big with expecta— 
ton and bold from ſuch encouragement 


F they 
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they reſolutely entered the avenues, ſome 
of which were ſo noiſome that ſome of the 
beaſts were almoſt poiſoned; nevertheleſs, 
preſſing forward without reſiſtance, though 
they ſaw the rebels very near them, they 
ſoon came to the bridges, which however. 
they durſt not venture over, but obſerving 
a large outlet near one of thoſe by which 
they themſelves entered, (this outlet was 
found to be one of thoſe Jarger avenues by 
which Reynard's creatures uſed to enter with 
their booty) upon which the General Sy- 
loc gave command they ſhould all be 
opened (for they now diſcovered many of 
them) which was accordingly executed 
with great facility by the ſix hundred who 
had entered, but durſt not ſtill venture over 
the bridges, until they ſaw ſufficient room 
for a reinforcement if neceſſary, for by 
means of theſe wider avenues they found 
the royal JYbelp could pour in ſuccours to 
their relief upon any emergency. Taking 
freſh courage from ſo weighty a conſidera- 
tion they ruſhed forward, while the Fox 
with his rebei-beaſts endeavoured to pluck 
ip the bridges, but could not effect it by 
mans of the continual ſhowers'of ſtones 
thrown at them, both from the wall and 


by 
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by thoſe beneath, therefore retiring, the 
aſſailants gained ground, and few num- 
bers of them in their retreat; the ſlaugh. 
ter ſoon became ſo great that not a beaſt 
of them eſcaped except the Fox, who was 
taken alive, being firſt knocked down by a 
beaſt who miſtook him for a Racoon; but 
being known by another beaſt, who im- 
mediately howled out that it was the trai- 
tor himſelf, his life was preſerved, and he 
was immediately carried prifoner to the 
royal Mhelp, who rejoiced exceedingly to 
find fo great a traitor in his power to bring 
to juſtice. Half his effects were given a- 
mong the fix hundred, and the other half 
divided among the other beaſts. | 
The royal Whelp after having demoliſhed 
the caſtle, diſbanded the beafts, reſerving 
only two hundred to guard the Fox, whom 
he led in triumph to court, where they 
were received with great expreſſions of joy 
by the Lion, making the Fackall, who had 
greatly diſtinguiſhed himſeſf in this action, 
and his heirs perpetually, providers for him 
and his family for ever. He alſo conterr2d 
great honours upon Sheet and others, 
highly ſatisfied with their condu t and va- 
lour, promiſing them gifts and rewards, 


F 2 The 
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The King being aſked, if he would ſee 
the traitor Reand he anſwered no, not ; 
at this time; let articles of impeachment ; 
be drawn up againſt him that he may be 
condemned and executed in due form, and 
giving orders for his cloſe confinement, 
committed him into ſafe cuſtody, but ſe- 
parate from Igrim the Wolf, with whom he 
was to take his trial, and after feaſting his 
friends in a royal manner, the fragments 
with a little dirty water were carried to the 
priſoners, whoſe uſage was fo ſevere that 
they looked upon death as mercy. Soon 
after the follo«ing articles of impeach- 
ment were drawn up againſt the Fox and 
Wolf. 


The MOR AL. 


In this chapter 1s taught that aſſailants 
adventuring too rafhly are taught by their 
own loſs to be afterwards more wary, alſo 
that the hope of reward is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary in dangerous attempts. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


Articles of impeachment againſ} REY - 
NARD the Fox, and ISGRIM tbe 
Wolf, &c. 


AR Þ 


FTER the preamble ſet forth, that 
he the ſaid Reynard the Fox, com- 
monly called Lord Reynard, together with 
rim the Wolf and ſeveral others their 
aiders and abettors, had been guilty of 
treaſon and miſpriſion of treaſon, and other 
high crimes and miſdemeanors againſt 
the peace of our ſovereign Lord the 
Lion, King of beaſts, his perſon, crown, 
and dignity, in having wickedly and 
traiteroufly held ſecret correſpondence with 
the Tiger of Deluce, and others his Majeſ- 
ty's enemies, thereby betraying the con- 
fidence repoſed in them, the ſaid Fox and 
Wolf, expoſing his Majeſty's perſon and 
foreſts to imminent danger, and revealing 

5 3 the 
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the counſels with which they were en- 
truſted, 


LE I. 


Setting forth, that they, the ſaid Fox 
end elf had at ſundry times, and up- 
on ſundry occaſions, moſt traiterouſly, 
wickedly and corruptly received bribes to 


an immenſe value from him the faid 
Tiger of Deluce, as a recompence for be- 
traying the fereſts into his hands. 


ARTICLE III 


Setting forth, that they, the ſaid Fox and 
Wolf never permitted ene word of truth to be 
uttered in his Majeſty's ears from the firſt 
moment cf their adminiſtration to the 14ſt, 
either by themſelves, or by their creatures 
whom they had placed about him. 


SS 4i1CLE IV, 


Setting forth, that they, the ſaid Fox 
and Wolf had defrauded his Majeſty and 
the foreſt, by embezling his flores com- 
mitted to their care; converting them to 
corrupt uſes, and bribing the common beaſts 
| | with 
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with their own gifts, to ſecure their bray- 
ing for every wicked purpoſe of their 
own. | 


ACTICLE V. 


Setting forth, that they the faid Fox and 
Wolf had betrayed and deceived his Majeſ- 
ty in diſcarding the Ram and all his Lin- 
red, together with all the Swans from eve- 
ry place of truſt, reprefenting them as di/- 
affected and diſichal, and fo driving them 
from his Majeſty's preſence, only becauſe 
they oppoſed their corrupt meaſures, and in 
their zeal to his Majeſty and his foreſts would 
prevent the evils which they the faid 
Fox and Wolf intended, and hourly en- 
deavoured to bring upon them, | 


ARTEFCEE-YE 


Setting forth, that they the ſaid Fox 
and Wolf, from time to time, and at all 
times ſince their adminiſtration, had wil- 
fully, and corruptly, neglected to propa- 
gate his Majeſty's Geeſe and Ducks, di- 
veſting all the Swans of any authority 
over them, and giving the command to 


F 4 Galings 
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Gefiings only, who could not cackle, and 
ſuch ſame-Gecſe, as would readily ſub— 
mit to have their <w/nzs pinioned, many 
of whom, it appeared from their beha- 
viour, nd allo an underhand underſtand- 
ing with the Tiger, whoſe Geeſe and 
Ducks were treacherouſly permitted to paſs 
unmoleſted, and ſuffered to eſcape when- 
ever they appeared upon the lake, how- 
ever dangerous their deſigus againſt his 
Majeſty's foreſts, crown, and dignity. 


ARTICLE VI. 


Setting forth, that they, the ſaid Far 
and 22 did treaſonably and treache- 
rouſly permit the Tiger to revel in his 
cave bordering upon the lake in 'Kirknod 
foreſt, ſuffering him, in manifeſt violation 
of his agreement, to ſweep, cleanſe, re- 
pair, and adorn it in the beſt manner 
he was able, without ſo much as aſk- 
ing why he did fo; and at the ſame 
time repreſenting to his Majeſty, that he 
the ſaid Tiger was only ſweeping the filth 
and fallen leaves away. | 


ART I. 
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ARTICLE VII. 


Setting forth, that they the-ſaid Fox 

and Wolf treaſonably and treacherouſly 
permitted him the ſaid Tiger, to convey 
numbers of Baboons and other beaſts in- 
to the foreign foreſts, and to fortify 
themſelves, there exerciſing great cruelties, 
and cutting off the heads of every beaſt 
they could catch without ſo much as taking 
the leaſt notice of it, or providing for 
their ſecurity or relief, until too late, 
when the clamour only of their fellow- 
creatures ſeemed to awaken them to a 
ſenſe of the danger. 


ARTICLE IX. 


Setting forth, that they the ſaid Fox 
and Wolf negleted to ſend a ſufficient 
»rood of, Geeſe and Ducks into the midlę- 
tanian lake, for the timely preſervation 
of his Majeſty's little foreſt there, tho” 
they had reiterated advices of the deſigns 
 avainſt it from every other foreſt. 


F5 ART 1. 
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That they, the ſaid Fox and Wolf, moſt 
traiteroufly and treacherouſly neglected to 
reinforce, or any way ſupport the brave 
Maſtiff who defended the foreſt, which 
it was well known they could have done 
if they pleaſed, long before the Tiger did 
or could make any attempt upon it. 
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ASTICEE XI. 


Setting forth, that they, the ſaid Fox 
and Wolf did moſt treaſonably and trea- 
cherouſly ſend only a {ſmall brood of ten 
Geeſe, with their wings clipped under the 
command of an unfledged Goſling, not 
able or willing to cackle, too late for 
its preſervation, and too weak for its 
defence, when it was ſo eaſy, without 
danger or hazard to ſend a brood of 
three times the ſirengi/h under the com- 
mand of an able Swan, in full and ſuf- 
Hicient time to be efficacious enough to 
preſerve that valuable foreſt; the loſs of 
which in ſo ſhameful a manner reflects 
tech diſhonour upon the royal Lion, his 
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crown and foreſts that no annals can 
produce an inſtance of parallel infamy. 


ARTICLE XII. 


That they the ſaid Fox and Wolf, did 
from time to time, and at all times 
during their adminiſtration, at certain 
periodical ſeaſons, and as often as occa- 
ſion offered, contrary to his Majeſty's 


_ inclinations and without his knowledge, 
_ expend and laviſhly embezle his Majeſty's 


ftores and proviſions in ſupport of their 
creatures, in ſtruggling to clap their paws 
upon the pots in the foreſt, in order to 
ſecure the majority of the beaſts, and 
perpetrate their traiterous and wicked de- 
ſigns, in violation of his Majeſty's Jaw, 
and utter ſubverſſon of the conſtitution 
of the foreſt, By all which miſmanage- 
ment the fereſt was ſeveral meaſures of 
corn in debt, and his Majeſty $ ſtores 
entirely exhauſted, 


ARTICLE xXW 


That he, the ſaid Fox, did appear in 
open rebellion ANNE his Majeſty, his 
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crown and dign 


and fort 


by taking up fonts 


ity, 


ifying himſelf in his caſtle at 


Bramble-brier, againſt the peace of his 


ſovereign Lord the 


% 


n, &c. &c. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


HO many other äche for 
capital offences could be brought 
againſt the Fox and Wolf, yet theſe- were 
thought ſufficient to try them upon. 
For which purpoſe a ſpecial court was 
erected at which the Lion aſſiſted in per- 
ſon, and the Fox, being admitted to plead 
for himſelf, with very low reverence 
addreſſed his Majeſty; ſaying, moſt graci- 
ous ſovereign, thus loaded with calum- 
ny and impeached of high crimes and 
miſdemeanours, (treaſons capital indeed, 
and worthy death) it is my happineſs 
that I am permitted to fpeak for my 
ſelf, before your Moſt gracious Majeſty, 
and this honourable aſſembly of beafts; 
where I hope to prove my Innocence, 
and acquit myſelf with honour of the 
heavy charges brought againſt me, of 
which I ſee my enemies the Rams and 
all their kindred are very proud, hoping 
ve 
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to ſee my fall that they may ſucceed in 
the high efeem and places of truſt in 
which I had the honour to ſtand with 
your , Majeſty, in which I hope my in- 
nocence will . prevent their triumph, I 
never, ſays he, held any correſpondence 

with the Tiger, or any beaſt for him, 

either directly or indirectly, and if ever 
any of your Majeſty's counſels were be- 
trayed it was not through any treaſon 
in me, But ſeveral leaves being produced, 
ſtamped with his own paw, be could 
make no farther defence to this article, 

I confeſs, ſays he, that my kindred 
the Foxes of Defluro's family have ſeve- 
ral times made me conſiderable preſents 
of Figs, Raiſins, and other fruits, but 
never as a recompence. for trea/on, or a 
reward for diſhonefty. This article was 
likewiſe proved againſt him. 

That he was very ſorry the truths he 
had always aimed to inform his Majeſty 
of in the integrity of his heart, ſhould 
be conſtrued into lies and falſhoods, for 
which he confeſſed there might be ſome 
colour for his enemies to make advan- 
tage of, as they in the concluſion ter- 
minated in a manner different from 


what he had ſajd they would, which he 
"mY was 
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REYNARD TAZ Fox. it 
was always very- ſorry to ſee. That ag 
to the reſt, if thoſe about his Majeſty 
would be Jycophants and flatterers, he hum: 
bly hoped it would be imputed as no 
crime in him, that being an evil, he 
ſaid, he was much afraid his Majeſty 
would be never able to remedy. As to 
defrauding his Majeſty and the foreſt 
by embezling the ſtores, ſays he, as large 
quantities of proviſions were allowed by 
his Majeſty for ſecret ſervice, to which 
purpoſe alone they were always applied, 
I humbly hope I ſhall not he - obliged 
to give a particular account of the dif- 
burſements, becanſe that would be expoſ- 
ing his friends abroad to the Tiger's n re 
ſentment, and as to his liberality to his 
friends at home, he ſaid, it was in mere 
kindneſs to them, and for no private 
or ſiniſter end whatever. That he con- 
feſſed, he acquainted them from time 
to time when his Majeſty's ſtores grew 
low, and that they freely and volun- 
tarily brought proviſions in their duty 
to his Majeſty and zeal for his perſon, 
and that they were never ſparing ta 
bring an over-meaſure whenever any fe- 
reign beaſt was to be fed, which was often 
the caſe, he ſaid, tho' they ſeldom or ever 
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did more than promiſe to be friendly for 


it. 


The Rams he ſaid, and their kindred 
had always diſtin evithed themſelves in vi- 
olent oppoſition to him and his friends, 
always kindling feuds and animoſities 


ms the beaſts. of the foreſt, ever ſeek- 


ing his overthrow; that he always /aid 


they were favourers, friends, adherents 


to the young Whelp, notwithſtanding that 
he was ſatisfied their chief aim was on- 


ly to diſplace him and raiſe themſelves 
to that pitch of credit and preferment 


which he had, not long ſince, the honour 
to ſtand in with his Majeſty. But this 


article being ſo plain to every beaſt in 


the foreſt, and his defence judged ſo fri- 


volous and weak, that it ſtill carried its 
full weight. 


As to any wilful negle& in propagat- 


ing his Majeſty's Geeſe and Ducks he ſaid, 


he could with confidence fay he was ne- 
ver guilty of it, but that as the charge 


of maintaining them was always ſo hea- 


vy upon his Majeſty and the foreſt, he 
thought a few broods might be ſufficient 
to ecure the /akes in a time of pro- 
found peace; that all the Swans, he ſaid, 


Welle 


REYNARD THE Fox. 313 


were ſo headſtrong and unruly they ne- 
ver heſitated to attack any of the I. iger's 
broods, tho' ever ſo inferior in number to 
them, and tho' he ſaid, he confeſſed 
notwithſtanding that inequality in num- 
ber, yet they always came off conquerors; 
but tho' they did, ſays he, they greatly 
riſqued his Majeſty's broods, and break- 
ing their Eggs, and therefore he always 
thought it more prudent to give the 
command to ſuch as knew how to keep 
within ' bounds, and were careful to pre- 
ſerve his Majeſty's broods, That as to 
their having any underhand underſtanding 
with the Tiger he knew nothing of it, nor 
could he be accountable for it. And that 
as to their ſuffering his road to pals 
in the manner they did, he believed it 
was owing to their care for preſerving them- 
ſelves and their broods, perhaps for fu- 
ture ſervice for his Majeſty ; ſince the 
wild Geeſe of his enemy ſeemed to cackle 
ſo fiercely, and looked to be | ſo dangerous 
to encounter, And that as to the Tiger's 
revelling in his cave . bordering upon the 
lake in Kirknod foreſt, they themſelves 
were. as ignorant of his firſt intention 
as any bealts alive, ( for he would an- 
\ fer 
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ſwer for both) nor never dreamt that the 
Tiger had any other intention than that 
of merely ſweeping the filth and fallen 


leaves away. That tho' he gave very 


large quantities of proviſion to procure 
the beſt intelligence, yet he was always 


kept in ignorance of what was doing un- 


til all the world might know it, &c. &c. 

That in conſequence of this want of 
proper intelligence the Tiger's Baboons were 
carried from time to time to foreign 
foreſts, that he confeſſed that he had 
been told of it from time to time, but 
did not believe it, and that he was the 
more incredulous as a Baboon of high 
rank was ſent by the Tiger at that time 
to court, who affirmed to the contrary; 
that by the time the Tiger had finiſhed 
ſending abroad all that he intended, and 
began to make encroachments, his (the 
Foxes) eyes were opened a little, and he 
began to ſuſpect the Tiger had ſome de- 
ſign upon the foreſts; . as ſoon as he 
thought ſo, [and it was better late than 
never) he ſent over as many beaſts as 
he conveniently could, and was ſorry they 


had not better ſucceſs upon their arri- 


val, but that he hoped ſtill his Majeſty 
would, 
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would be able to drive them fra his | 
foreſts there, &c, &c. | 

That the Tiger had deceived TIN in his 
deſign, upon the little foreſt in the Midleia- 
nian lake, having always given out that he 
meant another expedition; that he conftſſed 
he had often been told of it, but as he never 
regarded what the common beaſts of the 
foreſt ſaid, and that advice coming chiefly 
from the Rams and their kindred, he was 
the more regardleſs of it, but, ſays he, 
I am very — it is loſt, and wiſh the 
other little foreſt contiguous to it may 
not be loſt alto, &c. &c. | 

That as ſoon as he believed the re- 
port about it, and that he could not for 
ſhame but ſend ſome ſuccour to the 
Meſtiff, he did, he ſaid, ſend a ſmall 
brood, for that purpoſe, but denied that 
he had clipped their wings, for, ſays he, 
they could cackle if they pleaſed, and 
were eſteemed before their departure as 
fine a broad as any upon the /ake ; that 
the command was given to a Goſling, he 
laid, was true; but that Goſling was 
Grand- Ging to a very famous Swan, 
and cackled on fhore, as indeed did all the 
brood, ſays he, as briſkly and as loud 
as any _ on the late; that he the 


Goſling 
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Goſling might have been ſooner there 
if he pleaſed; but taking his pleaſure as 
he went, and loitering his time upon the 

way, made his arrival a little unſeaſona- 

ble. That ſending ſo ſmall a brood was 
only to convince the world: what his Ma- 
jeſty's broods could do if they pleaſed, 

That there was great reaſon to fear the 
unhappy Goſling had ſome under-hand deal- 

ings with his Majeſty's enemies, which 
he alſo feared. had diſperſed itſelf, he faid, 
throughout the whole brood, as not one of 
them had he heart to cackle; for which 
he thought it was hard he ſhould be 
accountable. That the preſent infamy 
which it reflected was, he hoped, only 
like a heavy cloud before ſun-ſhine, as 
his Majeſty's Gee/e he ſaid might retake 

it with greater honour, &c, &c. 
That the Rams, and their kindred, he 
ſaid, were always ſo loud in 3eating, bray- 
ing and cackling againſt his moſt ſacred 

Majeſty and himſelf, he thought it his 
duty to procure a party to bleat, Pray, 
and cackle againſt them, that whatever 
he beſtowed at ſuch a ſeaſon in ſupport 

of their pretenſions to the ſpot on which 
they had a mind to clap their claw, was 
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always out of his own private ſtores, © 
and never any part of his Majeſty's tre- 
ſures. That tho' he ſupported their pre- 
tenſions, in manner aforeſaid, he always 
did it in the moſt clandeſtine and pri- 
vate manner he could, never appearing 
in perſon in their behalf; that he confeſs- 
ed he had been at great expence upon 
this account, and had many hard ſtrug- 
gles for ſeveral ſpots, but that he never 
deſired to have murder committed upon 
the occaſion, tho* he never puniſhed it, 
except in the oppoſite party; that he hop- 
ed he was the more excuſable in this 
method; as it was by it alone he had 
ſo long preſerved his head. He confeſs- 
ed it was a ſmall breach of the conſti- 
tution without which no Fox could ever 
gain his ends. He was very ſorry, he 
laid, publick affairs went /o very wrong, 
but tho* they never hit right he always 
adviſed and adted to the beſt of his ability 
and according to his capacity, &c. That 
the continual increaſe of the foreſt corn 
in debt he could no way account for, but 
hoped a remedy would be ſoon found 
againſt it; and as to his Majeſty's ſtores 


being exhauſted, he never applied any 
| to 
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to his own uſe, tho? he could have done 
what he pleaſed with them, but that he 


„„ 
r b r 86a 2 


And laſtly, he ſaid, he hoped that it 


was not criminal, nor could it be call- 
ed treaſon in him to make the beſt of 
his way from a kennel of hounds; which 
had 45 let looſe after him; that he 
never had a thought of treaſon againſt 
his lawful ſovereign the Lion, but retired 
into his caſtle for his own ſafety; nei- 
ther did he know, he ſaid, the royal 
WYhelp was ſo cloſe at his heels, for he 
never looked once back on his purſuers. 
That ſelf preſervation is the firſt law of 
every beaſt, and that elſe he never had a 
thought of rebellion; but had given his 
Majeſty ſufficient proofs of his attach- 
ment to him; that he never thought his 
loyalty could be called in queſtion, when 
his diligence was ſo well known, in con— 
veying and propagating Peaches and Nec- 
larins (however wanted for uſe at home) 
in the foreſt of which his Majeſty is fo 
tond, and rooting up the turnips, and 
every impoveriſhing weed which grew 
there. I have nothing farther to add, 

ſays 
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ſays he, but moſt humbly, ſubmit to your 
Majeſty's clemency. 


The MOR AL, 


By the foregoing chapters we may ſee 
that politic perſons diſſemble their fear 
till an aggravation of their crimes makes * 
them relent, and further that riches puff 
up, and when men of low degree attain 
to great wealth and - honour (they know- 
ing not how to bridle their inordinate 
appetites) very often aſpiring higher ruin 
themſelves, as by this hiſtory is plainly 
evident. 


— 
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CH A P. XXIII. 


H E Fox 1 Wolf ſtood unaccom- 
panied by any other, every beaſt 
(even ſuch as held them almoſt in adora- 
tion) deſerting them and joining the gene- 
ral bray againſt them, except dame Ro 
gnaw the S he- ape, with whom he was thought 
to have criminal converſation, who being 
in high favour at court, ſtood up and thus 
addreſſed his Majeſty. N 
My lord the King, you ought not to "hd 
poſſeſſed with anger when you fit in judg- 
ment, for it becometh not motility to be 
void of reaſon ; diſcretion only ſhould accom- 
pany every beaſt in that ſeaſon. For mine 
own part I know the law, I think as well 
as ſome beaſts who wear a nobler fur, re- 
vere and practiſe it as well as ary. Free- 
dom of ſpeech and without interruption is 
a peculiar privilege in which I ever have 
been indulged, and perhaps the more ſo in 
that I never utter any thing beyond my 
knowledge or experience. It is the 7 aho's 


opi- 
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opinion that princes are obliged to act 
with juſtice, nor ſhould the lat be ftrained 
to partiality. I am apt to think ſhould'eve- 
ry beaſt who ſtandeth here call to remem- 
brance the actions of his life, he could not 
but have pity for unhappy Reynard; there- 
fore I would recommend to every beaſt to 
know himſelf, and call to mind the muta- 
ble exiſtence of our lives, ſince none, how- 
ever high, can be ſecure from falling; 
and for him who never erred, he is fo 
good he needeth no amendment. To be 
reclaimed by counſel when we a& amils is 
nobleneſs of mind, but to treſpaſs and per- 
ſevere in iniquity or gallop on to wickedneſs, 
is deviliſh and unſufferable. Mercy is a jewel 
which ſhould be worn by Kings, and I am 


told that even mankind have laws which much 


enforce it. Rebellious as they are to their 
creator they have a tenet given them from 
abcve, Be merciful and judge not leſt you ſhould be 
judged. The ſinful woman of Samaria ſtood 
guilty for rank adultery, yet no ftone was 


caſt, none being found to caſt it on her 


Redeemer's terms. The caſe, methinks, is 
parallel to day, for numbers here are 


—— 


crowded, who ſee the ftraty in Reynard's eyes, 


forgetful of the beam which is in their own. 
. But 
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But goodneſs never forſaketh her own fer- 
vants, Would every beaſt but lay this 
cour.ſel to his heart, the day would not ap- 
pear ſo very cloudy, or tempeſts hang thus 
over Reynard's head, It is a truth well 
known, his Sire and Grand/ire and all his 
predeceſſors (ſome of whoſe ſkins were not 
a little woolſey) have ever been in high 
eſteem at court, whoſe counſels were re- 
garded, and their wiſdom noted beyond 
compariſon with any other beaſt. And yet 
even they, I will with boldneſs ſpeak it, are 
_ caſt behind by Reynard. The paſſages of 
the foreſt are to them like prophecies which 
they underſtand not, and the court, I fear, 
will topſy-turvy turn by Reynard's fall. 
The evil beaſt inured to every wickedneſs 
may hope preferment, while the good, alas! 
are caſt diſregarded by; if unhappy Rey- 
nard is given up a prey to all his enemies, 
and I fear the end will terminate in the 
ruin of your Majeſty and the foreſt. To 
this ſpeech the Lion replies, madam, had the 
Fox been guilty of thoſe offences againſt 
you which he hath done to me particularly; 
and to many others, your excuſe would 
then be couched in other terms and of ano- 
ther nature; I cannot but condemn him; 
| 1 | ſince 
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ſince to him is owing every ill which 
has befallen our foreſts, and all indigni- 
ties againſt our crown. You have heard 
his accuſations, how can you then defend 
him? Examine to the bottom of his heart, 
and you will find it filled with all the 
deformity of horrid treaſon, direful op- 
preſſion and rapaciouſneſs. Forſaken of 
his friends, by all deſerted except your- 
ſelf alone, and that you ſingly ſtand ſo 
ſtrong an advocate exacts my wonder. 
What friend or what companion ever 
had he whom he did not betray? Even 
me his beſt—0On whom did he eer 
ſmile, without daſhing out his eye with 
his tail in the end. 

To this the /he- Ape replied. My Lord, 
I love him, and have ever born him 
ſingular affection; and I can well recount 
among a number, yet one noble action 
which he did in your Majeſty's preſence, 


for which then you thanked him, though 


now forgotten. The heavieſt matter ever 
weighs the moſt, and 4eaſts ſhould keep 
a meaſure in their affections, and not 
live or hate with violence. Conſtancy 
is the greateſt ornament of a prince, 
We ſhould not praiſe the day until the 

8 evening 
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evening is paſt, nor is good counſel ever 
de but to {ach as mean to pur- 
ſue it. 

I remember about ſome two years 
ſince, ther2 came to court a Monkey and 
a Serpent, to hear your judgment in a 
doubtful controverſy. The Serpent at- 
tempting to go through an hedge, was 
taken by the neck faſt in a ſnare, ſet 
by ſome wicked man, I believe for Key- 
ward, The Serpent ſo caught ſaw no 
poſſibility of eſcaping with life. A cer- 
tain Monkey paſſing by, the Serpent ear- 
neſtly intreated him to help him out, or 
he ſhould periſh ſpeedily, The Monkey * 
moved with his mournful crying, and 
taking pity of his helpleſs ſtate, agreed 
to releaſe him, upon expreſs condition, 
confirmed by faithful promiſes and oaths, 
that he the Serpent never ſhould do in- 
jury by tooth or tail, or any other 
poiſon about him, to him the Monkey, 
neither at that preſent time, or any 
time thereafter z; upon which terms the 
Monkey ſoon releaſed him, and ſet him 
free. They went into the fore# and 
were companions for a length of time, 
ſtil} travelling together. At laſt the Ser- 
| pent 
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ent grew exceeding hungry, and ruſh- 
ing upon the Monkey would have killed 
him, but he ſtarted aſide, and aſked, 
what meaneſt thou to do? Haſt thou 
forgotten all thy promifes and oaths? 
The Serpent replied, no: But I may juſt- 
ly kill thee ſince I am compelled thereto 
by hunger which cancelleth all cbligati- 
ons. Then ſaid the Monkey, if it muſt 
be ſo, yet give me leave to live until 
we meet with the next paſſenger who 
ſhall be judge between us, and may de- 
cide the controverſy, The Serpent agree- 
ing to this, they travelled on until they 
met with Ti/el/n the Raven, and Slinepere 
his ſon; to whom relating the difference 
the Raven adjudged that the Serpent ſhould 
eat the Monkey, hoping that himſelf and fon 
ſhould alio get a ſhare. But the zppellant 
Monkey faid, how ſhall he that is a rcö- 
er and lives by blood, be an impar- 


tial judge in ſuch a cauſe? It is not the 


prerogative of one to do it, for divers 
ſhould be judzes, ſuch as are verſed in 
equitable laws; for ſuch alone muſt judge 
of our contenticn. The Raven 1s neither 
juſt or indifferent. They then ſtill tra- 
velled on till meeting with the Bear 
* Fray and 
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and Wolf to whom they alſo ſoon 
diſcloſed the matter; and they ſoon 
adjudged againſt the Monkey likewiſe. 
Then the Serpent began to_ caſt his ve- 
nom at the Monkey, who leaping away, 
ſaid, you do me wrong thus to attempt 
to kill me. The Serpent ſaid, I do thee 
none; hath not judgment gone twice on 
my ſide? Yes, ſaid the Monkey, by ſuch 
as are murderers themſelves, and ſuch 
as never kept or regarded promiſes or 
oaths, but I appeal to the court, let 
me be tried by our King, and what 
judgment he paſſeth, I will willingly 
- abide by it, To this they all conſented, 
and came before your Majeſty, and the 
Wolf's two children came with their fa- 
ther, The one named Empty Belly, the 
cther Navel-full, becauſe they ſought 
to devour the Monkey. So the full pro- 
ceſs of the matter was declared to your 
Majeſty, but by the Monkey's kindneſs 
and covenant, the Serpent's danger and 
breach of faith was occaſioned through the 
extremity of hunger; remember how 
much your Majeſty was perplexed with 
their difference, and all your council al- 
ſo. F or the —_— s ſorrow, and the 
1 Ser pent's 
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Serpent's hunger, the Monkey's goodneſs, 


and the Serpent's ingratitude equally raiſ- . 


ed much pity in your boſom. But in 
the end ſuch doubts aroſe, that not any 
beaſt at court was able to determine it; 
at length when none could elſe decide 
it, you commanded the noble Reynard to 
decide the buſineſs. Reynard who then 
was Oracle of the court; for nothing 
was received, but what he propounded. 
Lord Reynard, then in high eſteem in- 
deed, acquainted your Majeſty how im- 
poſſible it was to give true judgment 
according to their relations, but that if 
he could ſee the Serpent in what man- 
ner he was enſnared, and the greatneſs 
of his danger, then he Knew well how 
to give judgment therein. Then your 
Majeſty commended him, loud were his 
eulogies then indeed, for the whole court 
applauded, then your Majeſty taking 
him by the paw, ſaid, Lord Reynard, how 
greatly I approve what you have ſpoken, 
Let it be put in execution ſtraight. Then 
went the Monkey and the Serpent to the 
place where the Serpent was ſnared, and 
Lord Reynard commanded the Serpent to 
be faſtened as before, which being done, 
G 4 and 


| 
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and your Majeſty beholding, ſaid, Lord 
Reynard, how do you now determine? 
Reynard replied, they being now in the 
ſame ſtate they were before at their firſt 
encounter; there is neither gain, or loſs 
to either. Therefore if it be your Ma- 
jeſty's pleaſure, I pronounce that if the 
Monkey will again unbind, or free the 
Serpent, upon the ſame oaths and pro- 
miſes before or formerly made unto ' 
him, he may uſe his pleaſure; but if he 
thinks that hunger or other inducement 
may incite him to betray his faith, and. 
break his oaths and promiſes, then may, the 
Monkey go wherever he will, moſt freely 
leaving the Szxpert bound and inthralled as 
he found him firſt, for it is fit that ingra- 
titude be fo repaid, This judgment then 
your Majeſty applauded for the moſt ex- 
cellent diſcharge of juſtice ever known, 
and held the wiſdom of the Fox inimi- 
table; declaring him the preſerver of 
your honour. Whenever did the Bear, 
| the Hof, the Hare, the Cat, or any 
| other of the court the, like? They can 
1 howl, brawl, ſteal, rob, and devour de- 
licious morſels, and ftretch their guts 
upon another's ruin; condemn him to 
| death 
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death who ſteals a chicken, while they 
themſelves go ſafe, who kill ſwine, kine, 
oxen, horſes and every valuable kind of 
beaſt, their deeds and ſtatutes precedents 
and monuments, and yet wherever virtue is 
to be exerciſed, ſuch conſtantly are fore- 
moſt in retreat. They puſh the ſimple 
forward, while they follow with ſhame, 
diſhonour and cowardice. Such are the 
fools, and ſuch the ways, my liege, of 
theſe corrupted times, yet deſtroy caſtles, 
foreſts and beaſis, nor care they whoſe 
habitation burneth -ſo they can warm 
themſelves by the flames ; bending alone 
their ſole aim at profit. But Reynard 
the Fox, neither a corrupted miniſter, 

or traitor, he and his family I ſay, my 
liege, have ever made the honour of 
the King their aim, his renown, and the 
advancement of his glory their chiefeſt 
ſtudy, whoſe counſels were applied, for 
his ſervice, without pride or oſtentation. 
Such is and has been Reynard's hourly 
practice, though only thanked with ac- 
cuſation and accumulated ' crimes. But 
time, my liege, I hope will prove him 
ſpotleſs, and ſet his merit in full view 
to light, He ſtands enobled by your 


G5 Majeſty, 


— 


— — —— 
- 
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Majeſty, but ſetting that aſide, the whole 
foreſt muſt confeſs that Reynard is de- 
ſcended of no ignoble race, no mongrel 
breed, like numbers of the court; the ho- 
nour of his pedigree is great, to which 
your Majeſty can be no ſtranger; his 
friends have ever had dependence on 
him, and for his ſafety would their lives 


endanger, Myſelf, my liege, although 


another's wife, would ſpill my blood for 


: Reynard, ſo would the Ape my Huſband ; 


in any cauſe but treaſon, of which I 
think him clear; I have beſides three 


blooming, comely and beautiful chil- 
dren; and I will boldly fay few courti- 
ers wear either ſo honeſt or ſo fair a 
face, as either of them; of valour moſt 


approved, and high renown in arms; 
yet for his fake would I adventure them, 


however I love them with as dear af- 


fection as ever mother loved her chil- 
dren. My eldeſt ſon is Bitalas, who is 
an active and a nimble Ape, my ſecond 
Fulrump, and my third a daughter, 
called Hartanot, who needs no varniſh 
to ſet off her beauty, who, tho' ſhe ne- 
ver uſed one coſmetic, neither paint or 
bruſh, is to the full as fair perhaps, as 

any 
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any Ape who does. Theſe three, my liege, 
are dear, are loving and engaging to 
each other. And with this ſhe called 
them forth unto her, ſaying, come hi- 
ther my dear children, my pretty ſmil- 
ing beauties, and join in ſuit with me 
for noble Reynard. Come all the refi- 
due, his and my kindred, come and be 
low petitioners to the King. Then came 
forth a vaſt number of other beaſts, as 
the Otter and his wife, tho' they had 
formerly taken part with the Bear againſt 
the Fox, but now they dare not but 
petition, intimidated by dame Rookgnaw's 
intereſt : The Squirrel, and the Ferret, 
becauſe they loved poultry as well as the 
Fox joined in the petition; with above 
twenty other beaſts, tho* not one for 
Reynard's ſake alone. Then came alſo 
dame Atrot, and her two liſters; the 
Weaſel, and Harmel the Aſs, the Brock, 
the Water-Cat, and many to the num- 
ber of almoſt an hundred, who all ſtood 
by Reynard with as much ſeeming ſor- 
row and affection, as if they had been 
of his kindred, and involved in his 
crimes. 


Then the for-{pe again addreſſed his 
n 
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Majeſty, ſaying, my liege, you ſtill be- 
hold what friends avow Lord Reynard, 
and all your loyal and approved ſub- 
Jes, ſo faithful in their ſervice and al- 
legiance. Therefore let us with united 
bray implore your Majeſty, but if the 
crimes imputed to his charge. amount to 
fass, let the law take its courſe, we 
never will repine at his deſtruction. Ma- 
dam, replies the Lion, I muſt confeſs 
you boldly plead for Reynard; but you 
ſee ſo many facts made plain, of trea- 
ſonable practice and rehellion, which 
threatened ſuch a ruin to all our foreſts, 
that it is inconſiſtent with our ſafety, 
dignity and honour, to grant his par- 
don. 


The MoR AI. 


By the /he- Apes anſwering for the Fox. 
is ſhewn how apt weak women are to 
be flattered into any belief in which 
they may either expreſs their pain or 
gain glory. Alſo it ſhews according to 
the verity of the old proverb, bat a 
friend in court is worth a pound in a man's 
purſe, By the violence of her defence 

is 
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is ſhewed the true nature of a woman, 
who evermore runs into extremes, and ſo 
ſhe may do the good or evil ſhe intends 
will not keep any thing concealed, 
which may any way make for her pur- 
poſe, nor yet any thing unurged which 
may diſgrace thoſe who are of a contra- 
ry faction, as appears by the tale of the 
Monkey and the Serpent, in which ſhe en- 
deavours to ſhew the wiſdom of the Fox 
and the folly and diſability of his ene- 
mies. 8 
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Sg which the Fox feemingly undaunt- 
ed ſtedfaſtly looked upon the King, 


who roars out, falſe miſereant, how dar- 
eſt thou ſo audacioufly hold up thy head 
who art the vileſt of all living crea- 
tures ? Was it not ſufficient, wretched trai- 
tor, to infinuate into my affections by 
your foul arts and baſe diſſimulations, 
miſleading and deceiving me in all 
things ; engaging me not only to raiſe 
the monſtrous wicked and ungrateful Wolf 
to an high office, fit for the beſt of 
creatures, and which ſhould be filled by 


| beaſts of merit only; but to beſtow ſuch 
titles too him, as even degrades 


nobility? By the ſame arts you led me 
on by Bruin who ill deſerves a itle, all 
for your own baſe purpoſe, all for ends 
which never will, I hope, nay cannot 
be accompliſhed. Have I heaped ho- 
nours on your head for this? could 


any creature breathing once have thought 
Gar 


% 
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that Reynard whom I honoured moſt, - 
whoſe paw directed every action for me, 
would have conſpired my ruin? What 
canſt thou farther anſwer for thy trea- 
ſon? To this the Fox ſaid not a word, 
but at length hanging down his head, 
the King preſſed him to fpeak if he 
had any thing farther to ſay, before he 
pronounced ſentence againſt him; at laſt 
the Fox ſaid, my liege, I have ſo many 
enemies, that it will be in vain to at- 
tempt to ſay any thing farther contrary 
to what they affirm, and fince I know 
I am to die, I here before your Majeſty 
declare I am guilty of what is laid to 
my charge, and infinitely more than 
now is brought againſt me; for which 
F am ſincerely forry, and moſt humbly 
beg your Majeſty's pardon. It is enough 
ſaid the King, Reynard, you ſhall die, 
Then aſking the Wolf it he had any 
thing to fay for himſelf why ſentence 
| ſhould not paſs upon him, he anſwer'd he 
had nothing to ſay, but ſubmitted -to the 
King's mercy; fince he alſo was guilty 
of infinitely more than was laid to his 
charge, having never had a Jhought he 
faid for the good of the foreſt, or the 
honours 
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honour of his Majeſty &c. &c. Then the 
King himſelf proceeded to judgment, 
ſentencing Reynard firſt in theſe words. 
Reynard, becauſe you have been guilty 
of treaſon againſt our royal perſon and 
endeavoured the ſubverſion of our go- 
vernment and dignity, I condemn you 
to death, in this manner to be executed 
upon you, Firſt, you ſhall be dragged 
from this place contumeliouſly to the place 
of execution, and there your right paw 
ſhall be cut off, afterwards you ſhall 
be hanged by the neck until you are 
dead, dead, dead. After death your 
head ſhall be cut off, and together with 
your right paw ſet up in public view, 
in ſome conſpicuous place for a terror 
to all traitors for the future. Upon the 
Wolf he pronounced the ſame ſentence 
in all points exactly. A few others, abet- 
tors in the treaſon, had only the ſentence 
of hanging paſſed upon them. After 
which the priſoners were remanded back, 
until the King, by the advice of bis privy 
council, ſhould appoint the time and place 
of execution. In the evening of the 
fame day the Lion called a council to 
conſult about the place and time of exe- 
cution. 
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cution. After long debate it was agreed 
it ſhould be upon the top of an hill, 
near which his Majeſty had a. cave, 
where ſeveral of his royal kindred were 
for many years confined, and which ſerv- 
ed his Majeſty for a repoſitory for ſeve- 
ral very valuable effects. The time, 
the next morning early: In the mean 
while that all things ſhould be provid- 
ed in. readineſs, and the prifoners have 
notice of their approaching execution. 
Now when the morrow was come and 
the King (who was himſelf a ſpectator 
of this execution) was with his atten-- 
dants gone to take his ſtand upon the 
moſt commodious eminence for avoiding 
the preſs, or concourſe of the beaſts. The 
Fox and Wolf, &c. &c. were led out of 
their ſeveral -caves, with their legs tyed, 
and the halters wherewith they were to 
be hanged faſtned round their necks, and 
thus dragged to the place of execution 
 amidit the Sraying and booting of a mul- 
titude of beaſts, who greatly rejoiced to 
fee their end. The executioners nimbly 
climbed up the trees, for they needed no 
ladders, and immediately faſtned the 
ropes to > the trees ready to draw up the 
priſoners, 
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priſoners, ſuppoſing they muſt be hang- 
ed as ſoon as they came there, it being 
a new cuſtom in the foreſt to hang 
malefactors as ſoon as they were con- 
demned, but the King ſpeaking to the 
executioner, deſired he would not be 
too haſty becauſe he carneſtly wiſhed 
that Reynard would make a farther and 
more particular confeſſion of his crimes, 
and addreſſing himſeii to the Fox, told 


him he had full liberty to ſpeak if he 


had any thing to ſay before his execu- 
tion. The Fox hearing this, began his 
confeſſion. in the following manner, 


Wo AS TIED. 
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C HA . 
The Confeſſion of REYNARD the Fox. 


OST dread Sovereign, and you my 
Lords, and other beaſts here afſem- 
bled, it is ſome conſolation before my 
execution, which to my ſhame I confefs 
I deſerve, for my manifold treaſons againſt 


his Majeſty, and the great abu/e of that 


autherity with which I once had the ho- 
nour to be inveſted. It is ſome conſo- 
Ition I fay to have liberty to diſbur- 


den my mind of the horror of my 


crimes, for J have grievouſly offended 
againſt every beaſt of the foreſt, eſpeci- 
ally againſt Bruin the Bear whom I late- 
ly maſſacred, and Tibert the Cat, whom 
I enſnared in a Gin. I have treſpaſſed 
againſt Chanticleer and his children, and 


— 


have devoured many of them; I have 


betrayed Igrim the Volf, and called him 
uncle, tho* no part of his blood ran in 
my veins. I made him bind his foot to 


a 
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a bell rope, to teach him to ring, but 
the peal had like to have coft him his 
life, he was beaten and wounded fo ſore- 
ly. After this I taught him to catch 
fiſh, for which he was alſo ſufficiently 
beaten, and T believe feels the ſtripes to 
this inſtant. I led him to ſteal Bacon 
at a rich farmer's houſe, where he ted 
lo extremely that not being able to get 
out where he got in, I raiſcd all the 
town upon him, and then went where 
the farmer was ſet at meat with a fat 
Hen before him; which Hen J ſnatched 
away, ſo that the farmer cried out, Kill 
the Fox, kill the Fox: Never was any 
thing ſo ſtrange that the Fox ſhould come 
into my houſe and take my meat from be- 
fore me: This is a boldneſs never known 
before. With theſe words he threw his 
knife at me, but miſſing me, I ran away 
whilſt he purſued me, crying ſtill, kill 
the Fox, kill the Fox; and after him ran 
a numerous croud, whom I led to the 
place where Igrim was, and there I let 
the Hen fall, tho' much againſt my will, 
(becauſe it was too heavy for me) and 
then ſpringing through an hole, I got 
into ſafety. Now as the farmer took up 
| the 
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the Hen, he eſpied Igrim, and then cri- 
ed out ſtrike, ſtrike, friends, here is the 
Welf, by no means let him eſcape us. 
Then the croud coming, with all man- 
ner of offenſive weapons, hooting and 
hallowing with a dreadful noiſe, giving 
the poor Wolf many a deadly blow, and 
ſome throwing ſtones at him, hit him 
with ſuch force upon the body that he 
fell down as if he had been dead; 
which they perceiving took and dragged 
him by the heels, over rocks and thro? 
the dirt and mire, until they at length 
threw him into a ditch without the vil- 
lage, where he lay all night, but how 
he got thence I know not. Another 
time I led him to a place, where I told 
him were ſeven Hens and Cocks ſet on a 
perch, all luſty, plump and fat, and 
hard by the place ſtood a falſe door on 
which we climbed; I told him if he 
would creep in at the door, he ſhould 
find the Hens. Then rim went Joy- 
tully laughing to the door, and entering 
in a little, and groping about, ſaid Rey- 
nard, you abuſe me for here is nothing. 
Uncle, 1 replied they are farther, and if 
you will have them, you muſt adven- 


ture 
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ture for them. Thoſe which uſed to 
perch there, I myſelf had long ſince. At 
this the Wolf venturing a little farther, 
I gave him a puſh forward, ſo that he 
fell down into the houſe, which fall was- 
ſo great, and with ſuch a noiſe, that 
they who were aſleep in the houſe awak- 
Ing, cried, fomething has fallen down 
the trap- door; whereupon they aroſe, and 
by the light they had procured, eſpying 
him, they beat and wounded him to 
death. Thus in my time have I brought 
the Wolf into many hazards of his life, 
which as they come in courſe, and oc- 
cur to mind I ſhall freely declare in the 
courſe of my confeſſion, but cannot now 
remember. I have, I confeſs, alſo grie- 
vouſly offended againſt dame Ar/ewind 
his wife; of which I heartily repent, for 
it was highly to her diſhonour; for I. 
have lain with her, how often, and in 
what manner needs not now be told. 
I made the Bear ſuffer many wounds, 
and in particular by ſtripping part of his 
ſkin; I flew Keyword, and betrayed Bellin; 
I wounded the Coney, and killed dame 
Sharpbeak the Rook's wife; and now 


one more offence againſt the Wolf occurs, 
which 
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which was thus, we were walking toge- 
ther, and beheld a goodly bay Mare 
grazing, with a black Fole by her ſide, 
which was exceeding fair and wanton ; 
the Wolf at that inſtant was exceeding 
faint for hunger, and intreated me to 
aſk the Mare if be would ſell her Fole; 
I went and aſked the queſtion, The 
Mare anſwered ſhe would willingly diſ- 
poſe of it; I then aſked the price, and 
ſhe anſwer'd the price was marked in 
her hinder foot; which if I pleaſed 1 
might ſee at pleaſure; but I who well 
underſtood her politic anger, ſaid, I nei- 
ther underſtand the mark, or deſire to 
buy your Fole: I am but a meſſenger 
from the Wolf, who hath an earneſt 
deſire to buy it. Then faid the Mare, 
let him come himſelf, and I will give 
him ſatisfaction; then went I to the Wolf, 


and informed him what the Mare had 


ſaid, aſſuring him that if he pleaſed he 
might have his belly full of the Folk, 
provided he could read, for the price 
was written in the Mare's hinder foot. 
Read! (faid the We, J wonder what 
ſhould ail me? Can you forget, nephew, 
that I was head of **** and diſtinguiſhed 
myſelf 
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myſelf in the late ſtruggle for the ſpot 
in **** I am well ſkilled in ſophiſtry and 
have argued learnedly upon that as well 
as many other occaſions, and with ma- 
ny doctors. I have made many learned. 
diſcourſes in the **** nay, have fat in 
the place of judgment, have taken as many 
honourable degrees as any among the 
beaſts, and am as well qualified to deci- 
pher any inſcription as any beaſt in the 
foreſt, I can decipher treaſon tho* *twere 
cloathed in rags. So defiring me to ſtay 
for him there, away he went to the 
Mare, and earneſtly rgqueſted he might 
behold the price of the Fole; to which 
the Mare conſented and lifting up her 
hinder foot, which had been newly ſhod 
with ſtrong iron, and ſeven ſharp nail- 
heads, as the Wolf looked thereon, miſ- 
taking the nail-heads for the letters, the 
Mare {mote him ſo directly upon the 
forehead, that ſhe tumbled him over 
and over, and he lay motionleſs while 
a beaſt might have gone a mile, which 
done, away trotted the Mare with her Col 
leaving the poor Wolf bloody and wound- 
ed, where he lay howling after recover- 
ing a little, I went to him and faid, 
Sir 


REYNARD TRI Fox. 143 


Sir Igrim? dear uncle, how do you do? 
Have you eaten too heartily of the Colt? 
Indeed you are unkind to give me no 
ſhare with you. I went on your meſſage 
honeſtly. Methinks you have out-ſlept your 
dinner: Good uncle, tell me what was 
written under the Mare's foot? was it in 
proſe or verſe? Indeed I fain would 
know: I think it was a prick-ſong, for I 
heard you ſing, nay I find you ſhew 
your ſcholarſhip in all the arts. Alas 
 Reynard ſaid the Wolf, I pray you for- 
bear to mock or diſdain me, for I am 
extremely wounded, and mine anguiſh 
is ſo great, that a heart of flint would 
pity me. The curled Mare on her long 
leg hath an iron foot, with ſome marks 
upon it which I miſtook for letters, and 
while I looked ſhe hit me ſo full upon 
the head, that I think my ſcull is clo- 
ven; dear uncle ſaid I, do you inform 
me of this for truth? believe me, you 
raiſe my wonder; why, I took you for 
one of the greateſt learning in the fo- 
reſt ; well I perceive the old proverb 
among mankind made good in you. The 
greateſt clerks are not the wiſeſt men. The 
Poor may ſometimes out-ſtrip you in judg- 

H ment, 


o 
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ment, and the reaſon is, you great ſcho- 


lars ſtudy ſo much, that you grow dull, 


in that you ſo much over-labour. And 
thus, with theſe mocks and taunts, I brought 
the Wolf within an hair's breadth of de- 
ſtruction. I ever thought it fooliſh not 
to fall in with faſhion, and would lye, 
flatter, ſooth, threaten, pray, and curſe, 
to keep the weak in ſubjection. I ne- 
ver wanted art to make falſhood look 
like truth, fair and amiable; to lye 
well and with a grace; to lift up wrong 
above right, and never marred my own 
deſigns for want of method to give 
them colour, and all for hope of gain 
only. I will not deny but beaſts may 
ſometimes lie in matters not of conſe- 
quence, for he who always ſpeaks the 
truth, ſhall ſometimes ſpeak out of ſea- 
ion; and tho' theſe practices are arts 
beyond deſcription and awhile may pro- 
ſper, yet as it is now this day, with me, 
miſery and affliftion are ſure to come in 


the end, | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVL. 


1 O my ſhame, continued he, I muſt 
confeſs I have betrayed every confi- 

dence which his Majeſty has repoſed in me; 
and have not only been very laviſh of his 
ſtores to raiſe me ſuch friends whoſe braying 
moſt could ſerve me, but alſo privately 
made a prey of the whole foreſt, where 
not a beaſt eſcaped me, as opportunity 
offered, not even thoſe who ſerved me; 
having never one thought which tended 
to the welfare of the whole: my chief 
and only aim was to aggrandize myſelf, 
by every means I could, which led me 
into rapines, theft and robbery. I never 
preferred a beaſt to ſerve the public, and 

as merit was a bar to my deſigns I ever 
ſtrove to keep it down, employing ſuch 
alone, whoſe pliant diſpoſitions would 
moſt readily comply with mine. As to 
the indictments on which I ſtand con- 
demned, I confeſs them all, and farther 
that by my connivance the Tiger has 
H 2 gained 
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gained the little foreſt which he has ſo 
lately diſpoſſeſſed your Majeſty of, I hav- 
ing fold it clandeſtinely to him for 
three hundred thouſand grains of wheat. 
I flew Keyward the Hure though Bellin 
died for it, and the great ruin which 
hath ſince befallen that family is all 
the eFe&t of my falſhood. Here the 
King could not help, in loud exclama- 
tion, ſaying What! have we put to 
death a righteous perſon? Alas! what 
have we done? To this the Fox anſwer- 
ed, it is ſo, noble King, I am the beaſt 
who wrought ſo great miſchief; I alſo 
perſuaded your Majeſty to advance the 
Wolf and Bear for my own ends. My 
liberality to them in particular and to 
every other beaſt in general who could 
ſerve me, was, at your Majeſty's expence, 
taken from your zreaſury to the imbezle- 
ment of your ſtores and the impove- 
riſhing the foreſt, and under colour of 
being your moſt faithful ſervant was your 
moſt bitter enemy. In all the caſes ever 
brought before me, I ever ſought my 
own intereſt more than the execution 
of juſtice; and in the diſpoſal of em- 


ployments, I ever ſought thoſe who 
would 
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would ſerve me moſt faithfully, not your 
Majeſty; and though your Majeſty had 
devolved all authority upon me, that 
in effect I was intirely King, yet my am- 
bition would not be ſatisfied, and not 
knowing myſelf would be what now 
you are, if the Tiger had kept his pro- 
) miſe with me, &c. Then ſaid the King 
to the Fox, well Reynard, I have heard 
you patiently and now perceive that if 
you had been executed as you, I find, 
deſerved for your firſt faults, you had 
not lived to have perpetrated ſuch enor- 
mous crimes; therefore for the future 
no intereſt or intreaty ſhall prevail with 
me to pardon malefators deſerving death, 
for *tis an abule of mercy. Then the 
King ordered the executioner to do his 
office, ſo he immediately cut off Rey- 
nard's right hand, and afterward turned 
him off. The King then turning to 
the Wolf diſdaining to upbraid him for 
the low circumſtance from which he 
had raiſed him (for the Wolf, thro? 
the voraciouſneſs of his appetite, was 
accounted a great epicure or thro* fol- 
ly and extravagance had fallen into great | 
indigence) aſked if he had any thing to 
H 3 ſoy 


— 
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ſay before the executioner did his office? 
Nothing, Sir, ſaid the Wolf, (looking ve- 
ry roguiſhly) except that I was drawn 
in by the Fox's ſubtilty, whoſe large pre- 
ſents and larger promiſes made me for- 
get all duty to your Majeſty, and he 
having nothing more to ſay, or not 
caring to make farther confeſſion, the exe- 
cutioner cut off his right hand, and 
then turned him off. After the traitors 
were all dead their bodies were caſt in- 
to one pit, except the heads and right 
hands of Reynard and 1/erim, which were 
ſtuck upon poles in the moſt conſpicuous 
part of the foreſt, to be ſeen by every 
beaſt that paſſed by. Never was greater 
Joy expreſſed upon any occaſion than at 
the execution of the Fox and Wolf, 
whoſe abuſe of power drew upon them 
the hatred and reſentment of every 
beaſt in the foreſt ; and not upon them 
alone, but upon all their adherents. A 
remarkable inſtance of which happened 
not long before their impeachment. In 
a certain diſtrict of the foreſt which is 
peculiarly the precinct of the horned herd, 
it is a cuſtom among them to ele& a 
temporary Lord, governor or ruler among 
them- 
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themſelves, who I think is uſually elected 
by the ſuffrages of the whole horned herd 
alone, or by them recommended to the 
choice of a ſelect number to be elected; 
nor has the Lion himſelf the privilege 
of interfering, or directing their choice. 
But as that honour was uſually conferred 
by ſeniority, it ſeldom, except upon ſome 
extraordinary occaſion, as now, created 
any ftruggle among them; when a beaſt, 
who may be ſufficiently known by the 
crookedneſs of his horns, had the good 
fortune to clap his paw upon one of 
the ſpots already taken notice of in the 
courſe of this hiſtory, and conſequently 
the power to bray for the Fox upon 
every occaſion; having a right by ſeni- 


ority to this temporary rule or honour, 
was endeavoured to be ſet aſide for the fol- 


lowing reaſon. When the Tiger threatned 
loudly an invaſion of the foreſt, the Lion 
ſeemed greatly inclined to call ſeveral foreign 
beaſts to his aſſiſtance, to which the horned 
herd as well as thouſands of others were 
particularly averſe, and indeed none but 
the ſycophants and the corrupted were ever 
for it, and many debates aroſe in the 
aſſembly of beaſts upon it; but the Fox, 
| H 4 more 
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more to gratify this inclination in the 
generous Lion, who meant it for the bet- 
ter, than for any real ſervice he thought 
they could do for the foreſt, carried it 
in the aſſembly for him, and the foreign 
aid came, were fed, and looked upon. 
In ſome ſhort time one of the meaneſt 
of theſe foreign brutes being detected in 
ſome fraud by a beaſt of note in his 
diviſion, had him ſecured and by good 
advice and authority committed to pri- 
ſon, not by any zraders in juſtice to make 
a perquifite of it, but for equity's ſake, 
which the beaſt known by the height of 
his Horn, who commands the foreign aids, 
no ſooner underſtood but he demanded 
him with menaces. and threatnings, de- 
nouncing vengeance and deftruction if 
they refuſed, nay, threatning to Burr 
down the priſon with all his force if they 
refuſed, and which was probably prevent- 
ed by an haſty order from ***** for en- 
Jarging the criminal beaſt, without further 
enquiry, however contrary to 7zſtinf? or 
Juſtice. Upon this occaſion the chief of 
the foreign beaſis exalted his horn very 
high, and brayed out in loud and bitter 
terms that no Hand ſurnipo. ragamſfino- ſe- 
don- 
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tonborſebacho, (for ſo the foreſt is called 
I think from whence they came) ſhould 
ever be ſubje# to one of the laws of this 
foreſt, tho* he were guilty of rapes, rab- 
beries, or even murder. This behaviour 
in a beaſt, ſubject to the Lion, called in to 
his aſſiſtance, and bred in his evidently moſs 
valued foreſt, has greatly alarmed and ſur- 
prized every beaſt in. this, and particular- 
ly the horned herd, who warm with reſent- 
ment endeavoured, as has been already 
ſaid, to ſet aſide the . crooked horned beaff 
before mentioned, becauſe he brayed loud- 
ly for, and was inſtrumental in the ar- 
rival of theſe needleſs, aidleſs, and imperi- 
cus foreign beaſts, We may learn from 
the foregoing hiſtory that the divine ven- 
geance will puniſh bad actions in the 
end, however ſlow in the execution of 
his purpoſe. The character of the Fox 
is ſo clearly ſet forth in the paſſages 
of this hiſtory, eſpecially in his confeſ- 
fion, that little more need be ſaid of him; 
only it may be added that perhaps no 
beaſt ever had a heart readier to deviſe, 
or a hand to execute miſchief, his life 
having in the end paid the forfeit of 
his treaſon. The Wolf, whoſe ſubtil- 
ty was far ſhort of the Fox's, ſo that 


he 
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he had wherewith to ſupport his pride 
and indulge his appetite, cared not how 
it came, or by what indirect means, ſo 
that he by any means could obtain 
it. This temper, or rather voracious 
appetite in the Wolf, ſeems to have re- 
duced him to great extremity till by the 
favour of the Lion he was raiſed to af- 
fluence and dignity, but his ingratitude 
drew on the death which he deſervedly 
underwent. What followed after you have 
in the next chapter, 


CHAP. 
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FT E R the traitors had been exe- 
cuted, and their heads and hands 
fixed upon poles, as has been ſaid, their ef- 
fects being ſeized became a forfeiture to the 
Lion, (too ſmall an atonement for the in- 
juries they had done) his Majeſty in coun- 
cil declared his royal intention of reſtoring 
Bellin's kindred to his favour ; and being 
informed that numbers of them were ſtill 
living in different parts of the foreſt, was 
very defirous of ſeeing them at court. The 
whole lineage of the Fox and Wolf, ſays he, 
are ravenous and voracious animals; and 
1 the Fox by his ſubtilty blinded my 
eyes, and Ig rim by his pretended zeal alie- 
nated my affections and my judgment, 
had honeſt Bellin been but ſtill about me, 
the treacherous Reynard could never have 
had the power to have wrought ſuch ruin, 
nor could that miſcreant [grim ever have 
contributed to his nefarious intentions. 
What is beſt to be done, adds the King, 
if we give the wealth of theſe traitors a- 

mong their kindred they may in time by 
their 


* 
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their opulence be able to work much miſ- 
chief ſtill. Noble Sin replies one of the lords, 
to take away their wealth will have no good 
aſpect in the eyes of the vulgar whoſe cenſure 
is ſeldom right, becauſe they will impute 
their fall then chiefly to their being rich, or 
to ſpeak more plainly, becauſe your Majeſty 
was diſpoſed to ſeize all they had. There- 
fore, if your Majeſty will be pleaſed to keep 
them from court, or any favour there, their 
wealth will ſoon conſume, for they are 
| ſuch monſtrous gluztons, they of courſe will 
coniume all in a very little time. Igrim's 
and the Fox's lineage were greatly perplexed, 
becauſe not one of them were retained in 
office, and therefoye held frequent conſul- 
tations what was beſt to be done in a time 
of ſuch affliction, budin all their conſulta- 
tions, they never thought of mending their 
manners, though by the death of Reynard 
and Igrim they loſt all hope of obtaining 
their ends, and keeping up a party ſpirit 
among the beaſts: they created vaſt diſſen- 
ſions through every part of the foreſt, but 
leading a poor and miſerable life for a long 
ſeaſon, they in the end either died or were 
forgot entirely, The King, however, that 
he might not ve upbraided with retaining 
their 
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their treaſure, ordered a diſtribution of it 
among the beaſts of the foreſt in general, 
eſpecially thoſe who ſuſtained moſt da- 
mage by them. The King again in coun- 
ſel declaring he had unadviſedly and 
through falſe accuſation baniſhed Bellin and 
his kindred from his preſence, therefore he 
ſaid, it concerned him in ſome extraordi- 
nary manner to recompence the grievous 
wrongs which they had a long time ſuſtained 
through a great miſunderſtanding and too 
great credulity, who were made a prey to 
the Fox and Wolf while ourſelf and all our 
foreſts were brought even to the brink of 
ruin, Theſe words were uttered by the 
Lion ſo emphatically that the whole coun- 
cil were much affected, and declaring how 
much his Majeſty had it in his power to 
honour them, added that they themſelves 
would readily concur in whatſoever his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould determine about them. 

The King ſaid, that as all the foreſt 
muſt be ſenſible he had taken them under 
his protection, yet none could ſuppoſe that 
a ſufficient recompence for the ill treatment 
they had ſo long received, and determined 
to careſs them as much as in his power: He 


hoped, he ſaid, that from his example the 
com- 
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common aſſembly of beaſts would almoſt 
ſupport and protect them, ſince he had full 
conviction they were the moſt loyal of any 
in the foreſt, and it is our royal will that 


all our ſubjects in general behave themſelves 


lovingly and friendly towards them, and in 
ſo doing the neck of faction will, I hope, 
be broken: the ye//ow beaſt will not oppoſe 
the blue, ſince he is of more honeſty of heart 
than to oppreſs the yellow ; our meaner ſub- 
jects will be all united in ſocial love toge- 
ther, and we ourſelves have greater joy 
than ever. This reſolution of the King's 
meeting with univerſal applauſe, the Rams 
kindred ſoon grew the greateſt favourites at 
court, and demeaning themſelves with ſuch 
integrity, ſuch zeal for his Majeſty's per- 
ſon and the honour and welfare of the fo- 
reft, that the higheſt hopes were entertained 
of ſuch a reformation in the foreſt as had 
not been known for ages; who by their ex- 
ample ſoon wrought ſuch a change among 
the noble as well as common beaſts, 
that luxury, exceſs, and all their conco- 
mitants were ſoon forgot by all. Bribery 
and corruption were not ſo much as heard 


of among them, and the Swans being pre- 


ferred upon the lakes, and merit only being 
ma 
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the ſtrongeſt recommendation to prefer- 
ment, the Tiger not able to gain his ends as 
heretofore by corruption among the chiefeſt 
about the Lion, and finding ſuch a torrent 

of ſucceſs againſt him, became ſo humble 
that he never after attempted to diſturb 
the foreſt. 5 

Thus have you as true an account of 
theſe matters as ever was given by any 
man who ſaw them not. 


The MO RAL. 


We hence may learn that tho' innocence 
may be long injuriouſly treated, yet in the 
end the cauſe of the oppreſſion will be known, 
and then the redreſs is nigh at hand. Alſo 
that prudence will adviſe to avoid vulgar 
cenſure, for many willingly are blinded and 
by cunning ſycophants oppreſſed, becauſe 
they judge of things as they appear, and 
not as they really are in themſelves. 
That as evil communication corrupts good 
manners, ſo on the other hand good ex- 
amples if followed produce the well-being 
of mankind ; and laſtly, that a good Prince 
coming once to the knowledge of the in- 
juries done to his ſubjects through the per- 
fidious actings of treacherous perſons is 


never 
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never ſatisfied till he hath compleatly re- 
compenſed that wrong as far as poſſible, 
ſince the height of happineſs conſiſts in 
the righteouſneſs and unanimity of the King 
and People. 


